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'Jaycee Racing' Win Grand Prix 
 
East Peoria, IL (Charge! News Wire) - 'Jaycee Racing' drove away with the 1st Place Championship trophy at the Annual Arthritis 
Foundation Mini Grand Prix.  The fundraising event was held at Folepi's Marketplace in East Peoria on Saturday, July 25th.  Team 
leader Dan 'the Friar' Schmidt claimed that the racers were in excellent form that day.  Other members of the Jaycee Racing team 
were Jeff 'Mad Dog' Bilsland, 'Governor' Dennis Owens, Mike Rhodes and Jeff Ulrich. 
 
At 10am, the parade lap began where teams would push their cart for fans and spectators to see.  As the "infamous" Jaycee kart, 
as it was being referred as, hit the asphalt track, mini grand prix announcer Laurie Adams stepped away from the course.  She 
then asked the team where Eric 'Crash' Gengler was.  "He's been banned!" they shouted back.  "He's been banned!  Good!" 
Adams stated as she once again approached the track.  During the Jaycee rookie season last year, Adams was involved in a race 
accident with Jaycee member Eric Gengler that cartwheeled her into the air.  Adams came out of the accident unscathed.   
 
Once the races began, the crowd soon became rowdy.  An irate spectator started to gain attention in the stands, as it was another 
Jaycee member, Cindy Schwerer.  Screaming joyfully and jumping up and down, she yelled "We're gonna win!!"  The races ran 
very smoothly with very few accidents.  However, one casualty was logged with Jeff Ulrich.  The fare skinned Jaycee race driver 
failed to apply the proper requirement of sun block and suffered second-degree burns from the intense ultra violet exposure. 
 
As the championship and final race began, it was 'Governor' Owens' turn behind the wheel.  Starting this race with the pole 
position, the 'Governor' had a good lead over the other karts in the race.  Owens went on to capture the checkered flag and the 
championship trophy for Jaycee Racing.  Jaycee Racing proudly accepted the trophy and decorated it that night with dozens of 
empty Budweiser beer cans. 
 

Peoria Jaycees To Roast Past President 
 
He roasted a pig last month.  Now it's time for his roasting!  The Peoria Jaycees will be holding their 4th Annual Past President's & 
Anniversary Party at the August membership meeting on Thursday, August 20, 1998 at the Amvets Post in downtown Peoria.  The 
party is to begin at 6:00pm with the meeting to start at 7:00pm.   
 
The past president that will be recognized this year is 'Governor' Dennis Owens.  This should undoubtedly be a roasting 
extraordinaire of the slick 'Governor.'  With all the alleged activities he has been involved with during the past year, including the T-
Gate scandal, Chili-Gate investigation and the recent hog-eye allegations, this is one event one would not want to miss. 
 
Chicken and pork chops are on the dinner menu this year along with all the beer you want and free entertainment.  The cost is only 
$5.00 a person.  This year's Past President's celebration is being chaired by Mary Owens and is her first project.  "If you could only 
go to one Peoria Jaycee meeting," Owens stated, "this would be that meeting."  If you have any questions, comments or would like 
to attend or get involved, call Mary at 263-6067. 
 

Haunted House Seeks Victims For Co-Chairmanship 
 
The Peoria Jaycees 28 th Annual Haunted House is currently seeking a co-chairman.  Jeff Ulrich has his hands full right now in 
organizing the Jaycees largest project and can use some help.  The first committee meeting was held at Tom Cats Saloon in 
Peoria on July 22, 1998.  Various sub-chair positions have been filled on the Haunted House committee.  Filling these sub-chair 
positions are Jeff Ulrich with Administrative/Financial, Mike Berg with Donations, Dan ‘the Friar’ Schmidt with Public Relations, 
Preston Reed with Outside Manpower, Dubby with Inside Manpower, Doug Setzer with Maintenance & Security, ‘Governor’ 
Owens and ‘Mad Dog’ Bilsland with Electrical and Rick Owens as the Tear Down sub-chair.  However, many sub-chair positions 
are still open, not to mention the co-chair position for the Haunted House.  The Peoria Jaycees needs your help and involvement 
now.  If you are interested, please call Jeff Ulrich at 693-7871. 
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From The Desk of the Most 
Dangerous Writer in America 

By Rick Owens 
 
Help Wanted: A Good Printer 
You might have noticed that last 
month’s newsletter had a little better 
print quality.  This is because it was 
printed at Pip Printing rather that the 
old rickety photocopier at the RLO 
World H.Q.  Jeff ‘Mad Dog’ Bilsland 
and I have been researching different 

printers to perform the task of printing and folding every 
month’s issue of The Charge! 
 
Pip Printing gave us a good deal and sounded like they were 
professional enough to handle a job such as this.  However, 
we learned different.  To begin with, they offered to print bar 
coding for bulk mail postage onto the newsletter and claimed 
it would save us roughly $30 in postage.  Of course they 
would do this for a price of $50.  But we accepted knowing 
that this would be a more efficient means of mailing. 
 
Meanwhile, ‘Mad Dog’ was foaming at the mouth with their 
main administrative office in setting up credit and billing.  We 
had hoped to bring them the newsletter every month for 
printing and then they could bill us.  However, the woman 
who handles this type of business at Pip could not 
comprehend a volunteer organization with no physical 
location or office.  Our address of a PO box was not 
acceptable and the address of a member’s residence did not 
constitute as an actual business office of the organization.  In 
the end, we were unable to do any business with Pip in this 
regard. 
 
After 2 or 3 days (it takes me 1 day to print, fold and mail), 
the newsletter was finally mailed.  Once in our mailboxes, we 
discovered that no bar coding was used.  Instead, labels 
were made and applied onto the newsletter; a process we 
already used.  After paying Pip $50 for this service, we did 
not save one dime on postage.  We soon were under the 
impression that Pip is not running a tight ship. 
 
We have now learned of another printing company and we 
are currently negotiating with them for the printing and 
folding job.  Their prices are little under what Pip’s were and 
they sound positive.  But we’ll know soon enough. 
 
 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

August 
 
Business After Hours;  Thursday, August 13, 5:00 - 
7:00pm, sponsored by RLI - call Becky Lemont @ 676-2780 
 
Firecracker 5000 Appreciation Party;  Friday, August 14, 
7:00pm, Mike & Laura Buckley's residence - call Mike 
Buckley @ 693-7811 
 
Illinois Jaycees General Assembly;  Friday, August 14 - 
Sunday, August 16, Chancellor Hotel & Convention Center, 
Champaign, IL, hosted by the East Region Jaycees - call 
Courtney Bosworth @ 673-5492 
 
Haunted House Committee Meeting;  Wednesday, August 
19, 7:00pm, Tom Cats Saloon, Pioneer Pkwy, Peoria - call 
Jeff Ulrich @ 639-7871 
 
Past Presidents & Anniversary Party;  Thursday, August 
20, 7:00pm, Amvets, held in conjunction with the August 
membership meeting - call 'Her Majesty' Joann @ 689-0051 
 
Jaycees Softball Tournament;  (TENTATIVE), Saturday, 
August 22, Knights of Columbus Hall, Willow Knolls Rd., 
Peoria - call Dubby Janosov @ 691-6608 to find out if it's on 
 

September 
 
Board Meeting;  Thursday, September 3, 7:00pm, RLO 
World H.Q. - call 'Queen' Joann @ 689-0051 
 
Newsletter Articles Due; Thursday, September 3, call Rick 
Owens @ 243-7319 
 
Jaycees Happy Hour;  Friday, September 4, 5:00pm - 
7:00pm, Kouri's Pub, Sterling Ave., Peoria - call Rick Owens 
@ 243-7319 
 
Monday Night Football Party;  Chairman needed - call Rick 
Owens @ 243-7319 or Becky Lemont @ 676-2780 
 
Visitation;  Lincoln Jaycees, Thursday, September 10, 
7:30pm, American Legion, Lincoln, IL - call Courtney 
Bosworth @ 673-5492 
 
Business After Hours;  Thursday, September 10, 5:00pm - 
7:00pm, sponsored by Wildlife Prairie Park - call Becky 
Lemont @ 676-2780 
 
Membership Meeting;  Thursday, September 17, 7:00pm, 
Amvets Post 64, downtown Peoria - call 'Queen' Joann @ 
689-0051 
 
Glow Ball Night Golf;  (TENTATIVE), Saturday, September 
19, CPG is pending - call Dubby @ 691-6608 for details  
 
Blowout! Party;  at the start of Haunted House 
construction, Friday, September 25, 6:00pm, Expo Gardens 
- call Jeff Ulrich @ 693-7871 
 

The Charge! 
An Official Publication of the Peoria Jaycees 

 
Rick Owens - Editor 
Editorial & Publication Headquarters:   Jaycee Correspondence:  
 1010 Wonderview Dr.   PO Box 2 
 Dunlap, IL 61525   Peoria, IL 61601 
 FAX - (309)691-5196   Hotline - (309)676-5292 
 E-Mail - clark_kent@flink.com 
 Internet - http://www.jaycees.com 
 
Published monthly, in mailboxes by the 2 nd Thursday of the month.  News articles due the 
1st Thursday of the month. 
 
Disclaimer: Portions of this newsletter are merely for entertainment and should not be 
taken seriously. 
 
All material in this publication is Copyright © 1998, Richard L. Owens, Jr., unless  
otherwise indicated. 
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Mail Call 
 
E-Mail Received 
Date: July 8, 1998 
Subject: Greetings from 
your favorite Northbrook 
Jaycee 
 

Dear Rick (The Most Dangerous Writer in America), 
 
Congratulations on your nuptials!  Sounds like the triple 
bachelor party was quite an event.  I miss seeing you guys at 
the G.A.s every few months, but I do enjoy keeping up with 
you through The Charge!   You are very entertaining Rick!  
My subscription rate of $259.95 per year is well worth it.   
 
Well, it's been 8 months since I've last seen you, so I have 
some good news of my own to pass along.  We had our 
baby!  Cameron Michael Guerrero joined us June 25 at 
5:44 p.m., weighing in at 6lbs, 3 oz and measuring 19 1/4 
inches long.  He is absolutely adorable, and I can prove it.  
The handsome devil is on the world wide web baby!  You 
can see him, the proud parents, and grandparents at: 
shrike.depaul.edu/~jguerre1.  I would appreciate it if you 
could pass this news on to my buddies John Cima and 
Heather Zech.  You guys can e-mail me back at this 
address or at lisaguerrero@usa.net 
 
Love and Kisses! 
Lisa Guerrero 
Northbrook Jaycees  
 
E-Mail Received 
Date: July 27, 1998 
Subject: Peoria Jaycee Popular Websites  
 
Hey, we just checked out your website and it's awesome!  
Firecracker 5000 looks like a neat huge project.  We need a 
big community-service/PR project like that! 
 
Say, how do you select your list of popular links?  We were 
hoping you could add our websites for the Kalamazoo 
Jaycees: http://www.iserv.net/~kjaycees/. 
 
Happy surfing, -Dave Gordon, Management Development 
VP 
 
Mail Received 
July 15,1998 
Stephen J. West 
Peoria Jaycees  
 
Dear Steve: 
 
Thank you for your donation of $1,259 to Common Place.  
We do appreciate this gift of sacrifice coming from the profits 
of your labor. 
 

From the beginning our mission has been to encourage self-
worth and strong family bonds for children and adults in our 
area through educational programs. It is only through gifts 
from caring persons like yourself that we have been able to 
continue and build upon these programs. 
 
By offering tutoring and caring to our youth after school and 
in the summer, the development of social and academic 
skills are the visible signs of accomplishment. Many have 
shared life changing effects these programs have brought to 
them. In the same respect, through education our adults 
develop skills that give them the ability to live a better life. 
 
We thank you for your support, prayers and concern. You 
allow us to carry out our ministries and are a part of our 
putting "love into action" for all who need us. We are truly 
grateful. 
 
Sincerely, 
Nancy Rakoff 
PS You have received no goods or services in return for this 
donation. 
 
E-Mail Received 
Date: July 18, 1998 
Subject: The Hog Eyes 
 
This WAS a hoax right?  :) 
 
Jason 
 

Calvin Coolidge Volunteer Program 
 
The Calvin Coolidge Middle School Volunteer Program is 
beginning its second year and we are looking for quality 
individuals willing to give of their time to young people.  The 
program needs adults to serve as mentors, tutors, activity 
coaches, or as contributors.   
 
As a mentor, you would be a listener, advisor, significant 
adult friend and role model.  You would visit your student 
friend once a week.  As a tutor, you would help students on 
specific academic areas or on homework skills .  You would 
work with this student once to several times a week.  As a 
coach or activity advisor, you would work with students 
instructing in sports or sharing with them your favorite hobby.   
 
The amount of time involved would be determined according 
to the activity and perceived need.  It may range from one 
visit to eight.  As a contributor you can offer your time as a 
guest speaker or materials and equipment useful to the 
school.  The program works with your schedule, begins the 
third week in September, ends the final weeks of April, trains 
all volunteers, and has a coordinator to assist volunteers.   
 
Send direct inquiries or comments to: Susan Grzanich, 
Coordinator or Gary Millen, Principal at (309) 672-6506. 
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The Keyman Award Nomination Form 
 
It's that time again!  That time to nominate our next Keyman Award winner. The Keyman Award is usually given in January during 
the Peoria Jaycees Distinguished Service Awards banquet.  It is an award given to the one Peoria Jaycee members who truly 
exhibits "that service to humanity is the best work of life." Please take a few minutes and thoughtfully fill out this nomination form 
and send to Dave Facker, 330 E. Eller Dr., E. Peoria, IL, 61611.  The deadline to send in this nomination is September 30, 1998.  
The Peoria Jaycees Keyman Organization would like to thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Name of Nominee: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
All information must pertain to the period of consideration (May 1, 1997 - April 30, 1998). 
Projects on which nominee assisted: 
 
1.        5. 
 
2.        6. 
 
3.        7. 
 
4.        8. 
 
In what capacity did the nominee assist on these projects? (Chairman, Sub-Chairman, etc.): 
 
1.        5. 
 
2.        6. 
 
3.        7. 
 
4.        8. 
 
Projects originated by the nominee: 
 
 
 
Offices held in the Peoria Jaycees: 
 
 
 
Offices or chairmanships held at the District, Regional, State or National level: 
 
 
 
District, Regional, State & National meetings/functions attended: 
 
 
 
What percentage of local membership meetings did the nominee attend? __________ 
 
How many new members did the nominee sign?    __________ 
 
How many years has the nominee been a member of the Peoria Jaycees? __________ 
 
Explain why you feel the nominee has distinguished him/herself as a Peoria Jaycee so as to be deserving of a Keyman Award.  
How did the nominee demonstrate support of the Jaycee Creed? (Use an extra sheet of paper if needed). 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:__________________________________________ 
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By Her Majesty's Order 
by 'Queen' Joann 

 
Hey Ya’ll 
 
Can you believe that we are already 
through our first quarter of the year 
already!  It also means that summer is 
almost over!  What a bummer!  Soon it 
will time for coats and jeans again.  
This year seems to be going by pretty 
fast!  So it’s time to reflect back on 
what goals we want to achieve and 

what it will take for us to accomplish those goals before the 
year is over!  Don’t let the year pass you by before you even 
start. 
 
I would like to give a big thank you to everyone who has 
chaired projects in the last quarter.  We truly appreciate you 
taking time out of your lives to take on such a task.  Without 
all your hard work in planning, organizing and running the 
projects, these projects wouldn’t have been such a great 
success.  We hope you will take on other projects in the 
future.  
 
To all of those people that came out and volunteered their 
time and helped out at all these projects, we graciously thank 
you for also taking time out of your busy schedule to help 
makes our projects a big success.  If it weren’t for the 
volunteers, these projects would have never come to light.  
We could have never done it without all of you!  Thank you 
all so very much. 
 
The year change will soon be upon us and I would 
appreciate everyone’s patience and understanding during 
this transition period.  I understand there will be a lot of 
questions, problems, and comments.  I will try to 
accommodate everyone and answer their questions as to the 
best of my understanding. 
 
I hope to see all of you at the Past President’s Party and 
throughout this year!  Hope you are all enjoying your 
summer, before it’s gone!!  It’s time to go enjoy the last few 
days of summer!!  See ya’ll soon!!! 
 
 
The Queen!! 
 
PS: Keep looking for all those jokes I keep sending!  I have 
some new ones that are pretty funny!! 
 

Firecracker 5000 Appreciation Party 
 
The Peoria Jaycees is hosting an appreciation party to 
acknowledge and thank those who helped with Firecracker 
5000 project.  All members and prospective members are 
invited!  The party will be held on Friday, August 14th at 
7:00pm. 
 
The party will take place at the residence of Mike & Laura 
Buckley on 9131 N. Pine Tree Rd. on the north side of 
Peoria.  For further directions or questions, please call Mike 
or Laura at 693-7811 
 

State Director's Report 
by Courtney Bosworth  

 
Visitations 
The first visitation for the Peoria 
Jaycees this year is scheduled for 
Monday, August 10, 1998.  We 
visit the Peoria Heights Jaycees at 
Leaves and Beans at 6:30 PM.  

September’s visitation is tentatively scheduled for the Lincoln 
Jaycees.  This will be on Thursday, September 10, 1998 at 
the American Legion in Lincoln at 7:30 PM.  Everyone is 
encouraged to attend these visitations and show the other 
Jaycee organizations just how great the Peoria Jaycees  are! 
 
I am still seeking any ideas for future visitations.  If there are 
other Jaycee organizations in which we haven’t traditionally 
visited and someone would like to visit, please tell me and I 
will see if we can set it up.  
 
Illinois Jaycees GA 
Don’t forget about the Illinois Jaycees General Assembly on 
August 14th to the 16th in Champaign.  The General 
Assembly is being hosted by the East Region Jaycees and is 
at the Chancellor Hotel and Convention Center. 
 
Now lets get active! 
 

Individual Development 
by Mike Buckley 

 
The fork says to the spoon, "Who was that ladle I saw you 
with last night?"  The spoon replies, "That was no ladle, that 
was my knife." 
 
Comedy Dynamics 
That is only a small (bad) example of the comedy in store for 
the August membership meeting as I am planning a joke 
dynamics session.  If you have a better joke than the one 
above, get up and tell it at the upcoming meeting.  The best 
joke will win two tickets to the Jukebox Comedy Club. 
 
Guest Speaker 
Originally planned, we were to have a guest speaker for the 
August membership meeting.  Since everyone will be 
focused on the Past President's festivities, we are 
rescheduling for the September membership meeting on 
September 17 th.  We will have a gentleman from Lutheran 
Social Services talk for 15 minutes about their organization 
and how the Jaycees can help. 
 
On a note unrelated to ID, I would like to thank everyone for 
their help with the Firecracker 5000.  It was a big success!  
The appreciation party is Friday, August 14 at 7:00.  It will be 
held at our house, 9131 N. Pine Tree Rd.  Call me at home 
at 693-7811 or at work at 673-3649 for directions. 
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Community Development 
with Ross Hager 

 
Greetings from your community development vice president.  
There is not much to report for now, but there are a couple of 
things worth mentioning.   
 
Firecracker 5000 
The Firecracker 5000 was a huge success despite the hot 
weather.  I have received good reviews from Peoria’s 
running community.  Kudos to those involved, especially the 
chairmen and the committee members.  See you at the 
appreciation party! 
 
Adopt-A-School 
Two Adopt-A-School projects are currently in the works.  As 
they are in need of mentors and tutors for the upcoming 
school year, the Peoria Jaycees are trying to come up with a 
mentoring program.  If you can volunteer just 2 hours of your 
time during the next school year to help tutor or mentor, it 
would be greatly appreciated.  Anyone interested can 
contact me at 689-1538 for info.  This is a good volunteer 
opportunity and a way to make a difference in a young 
person’s life.   
 
The Jaycees also have a painting project at Calvin Coolidge 
Middle School on Saturday, August 15th.  Thus far, we have 
5 volunteers to help paint some of the rest rooms and other 
areas of the school.  Becky & Joe Lemont are providing 
lunch (and I believe beer) for the volunteers.  If interested, 
show up at Calvin Coolidge School at 9am that morning or 
call me at 689-1538. 
 
And as always, if anyone has an idea for a project or wishes 
to run a project associated with Adopt-A-School, please 
contact me. 
 
Ross Hager 
 

Chapter Management 
by Becky Lemont 

 
Past President's Party 
Thanks to Mary Owens who is running her first project, The 
Past President's Party.  Please call her to help or attend this 
function.  We will be roasting our past president, Dennis 
Owens at this party on Aug 20th, 6:00pm at the Amvets.  
Food and Beverages will be available for a nominal fee of 
$5.00.  PS It is just a coincidence that they share the last 
name.... Dennis is still planning on making Shari an Owens.  
Something about world domination through mind control of 
all Owens'. 
 
Dubby Takes Charge 
Thanks to Kevin "Dubby" Janosov for taking initiative.  
Dubby set up a call list for the local directors to contact all 
members to remind them of upcoming events, projects and 
gets input.  Members, please use this monthly contact to get 
information, ask questions and tell us, the board, what 
projects that you would like to see run by the Peoria 
Jaycees. 
 
 

Membership Report 
by Rick Owens 

 
Who's Up For Renewal 
The following members are due Aug 21st: 
Jeff Bilsland  Aimee Fuller 
Bill Fady   * Kathy Pulfer 
Kim Frederking  Theresa Schaffer 
 
The following members are due in September: 
Steve Arianoutsos Mike Rhodes  
Laura Buckley  Monica Rhodes  
John Cima  Brett Tilly 
Dana Olson  * Steve West 
Rodney Olson 
 
*- denotes associate member 
 
Membership Status 
Please welcome our newest members, Angela and Bob 
Manasco!  "Wait a minute!  Aren't they current members?!" 
you might be saying.  As they were coming due in June, I 
had never gotten word that they wanted to renew.  During 
the July membership meeting, I received their renewal 
checks.  But by this time, it was too late for an actual 
renewal.  So technically speaking, they are new members.  
Anyway, I guess we should say "Welcome back!" 
 
July was another disappointing month as the chapter netted 
a loss of 2 members. Since May 1, 1998, the Peoria Jaycees 
have lost a total of 7 members.  However, the only bright 
side to this news is the fact that these were not very active 
members in the chapter.  As we "cut the fat," our 
participation percentage has increased.  At least that's one 
positive view of this situation. 
 
Jaycees Happy Hour 
Our next Jaycees Happy Hour is scheduled for Kouri's on 
Sterling Ave. in front of Westlake Shopping Center.  The 
happy hour will take place on Friday, September 4th at 
5:00pm.  Please come out and join us and feel free to bring a 
guest. 
 
 
New Member Orientation 
Thank you to the  Board members who showed up on 
Sunday, July 19th for the orientation.  We had some great 
training and conversation on running the board.  Copies of 
the training handouts are available to everyone by contacting 
me at 676-2780 or ask at the next membership meeting. 
 
Installation Banquet/Xmas Party 
We need to talk about a delicate subject... Christmas.  This 
year's party will be a combination of Officer Installation for 
the newly elected 1999 Board Members, year-end awards 
and our annual get-together.  My questions to you are: Date? 
Place to Have Function, Ideas for a theme? or new ideas for 
the Party?  Why talk about and plan this now you may ask.  
We need to book a room at a restaurant and we need to do 
this soon.  We are also soliciting volunteers who enjoy 
parties to Chair this event.  Contact myself or one of the local 
directors for more info. 



The Charge! - Page 7 
 

 

Top Ten Comments Overheard At 
The Mini Grand Prix 

 
10.  I don't really care about racing, I just come to see the announcer get knocked down by the Jaycee team. 
 9. I heard the real partying is in the infield. 
 8. Surprise!  Our kart's not using Pennzoil… it's using Wesson Oil! 
 7. Sorry guys, but that keg of beer cannot be claimed as ‘race equipment’ in the pit area. 
 6. Unfortunately for the Jaycees team, they have two ‘Governors’ slowing them down! 
 5. Where's "Crash?" 
 4. Yea, that all women's team got 'girl power,' but those Jaycees got Bud power. 
 3. We're gonna win! 
 2. Hey Jeff, do you smell something burning? 
 1. Lookout!  It's that "infamous" Jaycee kart! 
 

Getting There Is Half The Fun 
 
It was a group of Peoria Jaycee members preparing a convoy of 4 vehicles travelling to St. Louis for a baseball game.  The 
Chicago Cubs vs. the St. Louis Cardinals were due to play that August 8 th and it proved to be a great excursion of camaraderie and 
rivalry.  Of the vehicles in the convoy was Jeff 'Mad Dog' Bilsland's Sepco "septic tank" conversion van and the chariot of John 
'Caesar' Cima.  'Mad Dog's' vehicle was a new model that featured sliding doors on both sides of the auto and power doors; just 
the push of a button and the door would open for i t's passengers. 
 
Once on the road and en route to St. Louis, the "septic tank" was leading in front of Caesar's chariot.  Early in the trip, the convoy 
passed by a rough looking hitchhiker.  Dan 'Wilky' Wilkinson spontaneously made an obscene gesture to the stranger.  The 
hitchhiker quickly produced a notepad and pen and proceeded to write down Mad Dog's license plate number.  "Oh No!" Bilsland 
exclaimed.  Wilky gave a sign of relief and said, "That was close, I though he was going for a snub nose .38 and kill us!"  Wilky 
continued to laugh at Mad Dog's plight, telling him that the strange hitchhiker will hunt him down now that he's got his plate number. 
 
Meanwhile, 'Governor' Dennis Owens was tampering with every button and knob he could find in the new vehicle.  He finally 
found the button that would open the rear door of the automobile.  "Don't touch that!" Mad Dog shouted in vein.  Dennis had 
already pushed the button and everyone's luggage and coolers started flying out of the "septic tank," only to land in the path of 
'Caesar's' chariot. 
 
Caesar began to swerve erratically trying to avoid hitting the discarded objects in from of him.  "Whatever you do" cried Ross 
Hager who was also riding in the chariot, "don't hit the beer!"  John began to sweat bullets and whimpered "Call it off!"  But thanks 
to Caesar's chariot driving ability, the group managed to come out of this situation without incident.   
 
With all this excitement happing in the first 15 minutes of their travel, it only proves that getting there is half the fun. 
 

It's A Little Known Fact 
Baseball 

 
Baseball is one of the oldest and most popular spectator sports.  The game as it is known today developed during the early 1800s 
among children and amateur players.  Today, professional baseball attracts millions of spectators to ballparks each year and 
entertains millions more through radio and television broadcasts. 
 
Although it is clear that modern baseball developed in North America, the exact origin of the game is difficult to determine.  Most 
scholars believe that baseball evolved from a variety of similar games that have been played for centuries.  A popular legend 
claims that Abner Doubleday, who was a Union officer during the American Civil War (1861-1865), invented baseball in 
Cooperstown, New York, in 1839.  But there is little support for this story. 
 
There is evidence that people played games involving a stick and a ball since the early days of civilization.  Ancient cultures in 
Persia, Egypt and Greece played stick-and-ball games for recreation and as part of certain ceremonies.  Europeans brought stick-
and-ball games to the American colonies as early as the 1600s.  Through the 1700s, however, they were widely considered 
children's games.  By the early 1800s, a variety of stick-and-ball games had become popular in North America.  Most of these 
games originated in England.  Many people in northeastern cities such as Boston, New York and Philadelphia played cricket, a 
traditional game of English aristocrats. 
 
Taken from "Baseball," Microsoft® Encarta® 97 Encyclopedia. © 1993-96 Microsoft Corporation. All Rights Reserved.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Peoria Jaycees 
PO Box 2 
Peoria, Illinois   61601 
http://www.jaycees.com  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Issue: 
• Firecracker 5000 Appreciation Party - Aug 14 
• Past President's Party - Aug 20th 
• Jaycees Win Mini Grand Prix 
 

The Jaycee Creed: 
 
We Believe: 
That Faith In God Gives Meaning And Purpose To Human Life; 
That The Brotherhood Of Man Transcends The Sovereignty Of Nations; 
That Economic Justice Can Best Be Won By Free Men Through Free Enterprise; 
That Governments Should Be Of Laws Rather Than Of Men; 
That Earth's Great Treasure Lies In Human Personality; 
And That Service To Humanity Is The Best Work Of Life 
 
Peoria Jaycees 

The 1998-99 Peoria Jaycees Executive Board 
 
'Governor' Dennis Owens  Chairman 
'Queen' Joann Ziegle  President 
Becky Lemont   Chapter Mgmt VP 
Ross Hager   Community Development VP 
Rick Owens   Membership VP 
Mike Buckley   Individual Development VP 
Courtney Bosworth  State Director 
Mike Rhodes   Treasurer 
Jeff Ulrich   Secretary 
Laura Buckley   Local Director 
Theresa Diefendorf  Local Director 
Amiee Fuller   Local Director 
Eric 'Crash' Gengler  Local Director 
'Dubby' Janosov   Local Director 
Joe Lemont   Local Director 
Dan 'the Friar' Schmidt  Local Director 
Cindy Schwerer   Local Director 
Heather Zech   Local Director 
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