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US Jaycees To Change Calendar Year 
 
In a landslide vote at the US Jaycees National Convention in Las Vegas, NV, it was decided to change the Jaycee year from May 
1st to April 30 th to a regular calendar year of January 1st to December 31st.  In effect, it will be expected, although not required, that 
state and local chapters follow suit.  With the year change effective immediately, the US Jaycees would like to complete this 
transition by the year 2000. 
 
Four methods of transition are currently available, ranging from cutting the current year to 6 months and ending this December, or 
extending the current year to December 1999.  A consensus was taken at the July board meeting and was unanimous in accepting 
a policy of ending the current year this December and getting this change over and done with.  In addition, all board members were 
displeased with the change in year, but felt it should be done so that the local chapter is in sync with the national organization and 
will be able to take advantage of several awards and programs. 
 
With this change in calendar year, chapter elections will need to be moved to November, a time when members try to rest up after 
the Haunted House.  The chapter's constitution and by-laws will need minor changes.  Also, chapter books and administrative 
duties will need to be closed in December, not to mention the Annual Year-End Awards and Installation Banquet to be held during 
the busy holiday season.  Chairman of the Board, 'Governor' Dennis Owens summed it up best when he stated, "It's one big 
<expletive deleted> sandwich and we all have to take a bite!" 
 

The Big Bang Has Bung 
 
The Peoria Jaycees held their 16th Annual Firecracker 5000 on Saturday, July 4, 1998 in downtown Peoria with an estimated 548 
entrants.  The event is a 5 kilometer/3.1 mile footrace with the proceeds benefiting Big Brothers/Big Sisters.  With a morning of 
beautiful weather, this year's race featured a new route that took runners and walkers up Adams Street and back down the newly 
developed Pim eteoui Trail.  The previous race route forced the racers to run uphill during the first half mile.  The race starts and 
finishes at the RiverStation restaurant. 
 
Mike Buckley and Kevin Leach chaired this year's event and it was the first major project they have chaired.  The Peoria Jaycees 
would like to thank the co-sponsors of this year's Firecracker, Brewer's Distributing, Big Oldies 93.3, Godfather's Pizza, 
Hinckley & Schmitt, Kreiling Roofing, Pepsi, QST and The RiverStation. 
 
The winning runner for this year's race was 20 year old Tim McCoskey of Washington, IL.  The winning female runner was 19 year 
old Annie Wetterhus from Morton, IL.  The fastest male walker was Ron Love , 54 and the fastest female walker was Noreen 
Friedman, 47.  A complete listing of the runners can be found on the Internet at the Illinois Valley Striders site.  The address is 
http://www.ivs.org/fire98.html. 
 

One Down, Two To Go 
 
Las Vegas, NV - (Charge! News Wire) Jaycee members Beth Barr and Rick Owens finally wed on Friday, June 12, 1998 at the 
Little White Chapel in Las Vegas, Nevada… and this time it really happened!  Many readers were duped last April when a fictitious 
story was printed that depicted the couple eloping to Las Vegas. 
  
The wedding is the first in a series of Jaycee weddings set for this year.  Jaycee members Shari Quin and 'Governor' Dennis 
Owens along with Cara Freehill and John 'Caesar' Cima are planning to wed later this year. 
 
The new Mr. & Mrs. Owens met in the Peoria Jaycees in January 1995, but didn't start dating until May of that year.  The two 
became engaged on August 31, 1997.  After the ceremony at the Little White Chapel (see photo on page 3), the wedding party 
continued at the Battle Bar in Treasure Island Casino & Hotel.  The couple honeymooned in Hawaii and held a wedding celebration 
in Peoria upon their return.  Unfortunately, Elvis was not able to attend any of the festivities. 
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From The Desk of the Most 
Dangerous Writer in America 

By Rick Owens 
 
Year Change Won't Stop Editor 
 I have returned from a 2-week 
absence, where I finally tied the knot 
in Las Vegas and took a Hawaiian 
honeymoon.  Upon returning, I seem 
to be having some difficulty in writing 
this month's newsletter, as I am not 
familiar with what has been 

happening.  It's like I've been on an island in the middle of 
the Pacific Ocean.  Anyway, I'm sure you are all tired and 
distressed from my ranting and raving about my marriage 
and newlywed status…so let's move onward. 
 
This changing of the Jaycee year is a prime example of 
taking something that is not broken and fixing it.  The current 
Jaycee year works really well now.  Do we need to change 
it?  There are those in the US Jaycees that think so.   
 
I know I really look forward to spending my holiday season 
dealing with membership close out and writing year end 
reports for the chapter.  Who in their right mind wouldn't like 
getting extra duties and tasks during an already busy time?  
Oh sure, there's plenty of time… I'll just blow off holiday 
shopping and dinners just to make sure it gets done. 
 
And wait until the new election time in November.  Coming 
right out of the Haunted House project and with so many 
members burned out from it all, I'm sure there'll be scores of 
members running for an office. 
 
By the looks of things, the current board will finish their terms 
in December.  However, the position of newsletter editor and 
webmaster are voluntary or appointed positions, which 
means it does not have to end in December.  I would like to 
announce and make clear that I intend to keep my word and 
continue my duties as your newsletter editor and webmaster 
until next May (assuming I'm not impeached for being 
sarcastic about the US Jaycees). 
 
So I hope this announcement has made this year change 
debacle a little better to deal with for most people.  And 
always rem ember, the pen, or computer keyboard, is 
mightier than the sword (or the US Jaycees in this case). 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

July 
 
Business After Hours;  Thursday, July 9, 5:00pm - 7:00pm, 
sponsored by ExecuTrain - call Becky Lemont @ 676-2780 
 
Membership Meeting;  Thursday, July 16, 7:00pm, Amvets 
Post #64, downtown Peoria - call Joann Ziegle @ 689-0051 
 
Blood Donation with the 'Commander;'  Friday, July 17, 
9:00am, American Red Cross, 405 W. John Gwynn Jr. Ave - 
call 'Commander' Steve West @ 682-7958 
 
SVI Golf Outing;  Saturday, July 18, Pine Lakes Golf 
Course, Sunnyland, IL, $40, includes green fees, cart, steak 
dinner and more - call Dubby @ 691-6608 
 
New Member Orientation;  Sunday, July 19, 2:00pm, 
Godfather's Pizza, Sheridan & Glen, Peoria - call Rick 
Owens @ 243-7319 
 
Arthritis Foundation Mini Grand Prix;  Time Trials and 
games, Friday, July 24, race day, Saturday, July 25, Folipi's 
Marketplace, East Peoria, IL, drivers needed - call Dan 'the 
Friar' Schmidt @ 676-5290 
 

August 
 
Board Meeting;  Thursday, August 6, 7:00pm, RLO - call 
'Queen' Joann @ 689-0051 
 
Newsletter Articles Due;  Thursday, August 6 at the board 
meeting - call Rick Owens @ 243-7319 
 
Jaycees Happy Hour;  Friday, August 7, 5:00 - 7:00pm, The 
Crow's Nest, downtown Peoria RiverFront - call Rick Owens 
@ 243-7319 
 
Business After Hours;  Thursday, August 13, 5:00 - 
7:00pm, sponsored by RLI - call Becky Lemont @ 676-2780 
 
Illinois Jaycees General Assembly;  Friday, August 14 - 
Sunday, August 16, Chancellor Hotel & Convention Center, 
Champaign, IL, hosted by the East Region Jaycees - call 
Courtney Bosworth @ 673-5492 
 
Past Presidents & Anniversary Party;  Thursday, August 
20, 7:00pm, Amvets, held in conjunction with the August 
membership meeting - call 'Her Majesty' Joann @ 689-0051 
 

September 
 
Board Meeting;  Thursday, September 3, 7:00pm, RLO 
World H.Q. - call 'Queen' Joann @ 689-0051 
 
Monday Night Football Party;  Chairman needed - call 
Rick Owens @ 243-7319 or Becky Lemont @ 676-2780 
 
 

The Charge! 
An Official Publication of the Peoria Jaycees 

 
Rick Owens - Editor 
Editorial & Publication Headquarters:   Jaycee Correspondence:  
 1010 Wonderview Dr.   PO Box 2 
 Dunlap, IL 61525   Peoria, IL 61601 
 FAX - (309)691-5196   Hotline - (309)676-5292 
 E-Mail - clark_kent@flink.com 
 Internet - http://www.jaycees.com 
 
Published monthly, in mailboxes by the 2 nd Thursday of the month.  News articles due the 
1st Thursday of the month. 
 
Disclaimer: Portions of this newsletter are merely for entertainment and should not be 
taken seriously. 
 
All material in this publication is Copyright © 1998, Richard L. Owens, Jr., unless  
otherwise indicated. 
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Jaycees Happy 
Hour 

 
Friday, August 7th 

5:00 - 7:00pm 
 

The Crow's Nest 
Peoria RiverFront 

 
Join the Peoria Jaycees for 
their monthly Happy Hour.  
More info, call Rick Owens @ 
243-7319 or his cellular @ 
696-7186 the night of the 
happy hour. 

 
 

Special Notice: 
 

Voting on Bylaw Amendments 
At The August Membership Meeting 

 
In accordance with current Peoria Jaycees Constitution 
and Bylaws, notice must be given at least 15 days in 
advance to all members regarding any voting on bylaw 
amendments.   
 
Minor changes need to be made to the current 
Constitution and Bylaws  to accommodate the recent 
change in calendar year, pending chapter approval to 
change the current Jaycee year.  If the change of year is 
approved at the next membership meeting on July 16th, 
voting on bylaw amendments will take place at the 
August members hip meeting, on August 20, 1998 at the 
Amvets Post #64, 237 Monroe St, Peoria, IL.  You must 
attend this meeting to vote on bylaw amendments.  A 
two-thirds majority vote of chapter members present at 
the meeting is all that is required for an amendment to 
pass. 
 
For more information or questions, please call Joann 
Ziegle at 689-0051 or Becky Lemont at 676-2780.  
Prospective members and the public are welcomed to 
attend the membership meetings. 

 
 
 

New Member Orientation 
 
The Peoria Jaycees are hosting a new member orientation 
on Sunday, July 19th at 2:00pm at Godfather's Pizza.  The 
Jaycees will treat it's newest members to pizza, soda &/or 
beer for the 60 minute orientation.  This is a great way to 
learn more about the Peoria Jaycees, the way it is 
organized, how projects get planned and to meet other 
members.  Even if you have been in the Jaycees for some 
time, it would still be enlightening for most members.  If you 
have any questions, please call membership vice president 
Rick Owens at 243-7319. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jaycee newlyweds: Rick & Beth Owens  tie the 
knot in Las Vegas at the Little White Chapel on 
June 12, 1998.   
Not pictured: Elvis 

Attention Race Fans! 
Drivers Wanted 

 

 
 

Jaycees Racing will one again enter the 
Arthritis Foundation's Mini Grand Prix!  Please join 

them for the greatest spectacle in sports! 
 

July 25, 1998 
Folipi's Marketplace, East Peoria 

 
The Jaycees are now recruiting volunteers to drive 

into victory lane!  If interested, call 
Dan 'the Friar' Schmidt 
Home - (309)682-5432 
Work - (309)674-5290 

E-Mail dan@ssi.net 
 

Check out the Mini Grand Prix Web Site: 
http://ssi.net/minigrandprix 
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State Director's Report 
by Courtney Bosworth  

 
Illinois Jaycees GA 
The Illinois Jaycees Summer 
General Assembly is planned for 
August 14 - 16, 1998 in Champaign, 
IL.  Hosted by the East Region 
Jaycees, the Chancellor Hotel and 

Convention Center in Champaign, IL is the site for the three 
day event.  For more information contact Peoria Jaycee 
State Director Courtney Bosworth at 673-5492, or the 
Summer GA Event Chairman Lisa Hilleary at (217) 431-
8957. 
 
Chapter Visitations 
The first Peoria Jaycee visitation is being planned for 
September 1998.  Preliminary plans are for a visitation of 
another chapter relatively close to Peoria, probably Peoria 
Heights, Bloomington, or Lincoln.  Details are still being 
ironed out, so stay tuned! 
 
 

Community Development 
with Ross Hager 

 
Firecracker 5000 
Our biggest community development project of the year has 
come to a successful end.  I don't have the final figures of 
this year's Firecracker 5000, but I can tell you a good amount 
of money will benefit Big Brothers Big Sisters.  I would like 
to thank Mike Buckley and Kevin Leach for stepping 
forward and volunteering their hard work and dedication to 
pulling this off.  I would like to thank all the sub chairs of the 
Firecracker 5000 for their help as well as our major and 
minor sponsors and of course all those who woke up early 
that morning and came down to help. 
 
Blood Donation 
'Commander' Steve West is at it again!  He is commanding 
all Jaycee members to donate blood for the American Red 
Cross.  The Peoria Jaycees are members of the American 

Red Cross' Quiet Heroes Club.  By 
donating blood regularly, the chapter can 
become stronger members, not to mention 
the gift of this life saving substance. 
 
To donate blood, simply meet Steve at the 
American Red Cross on 405 W. John 
Gwynn Jr. Ave, across from the Civic 
Center, on Friday, July 17th at 9:00am.  If 
this time is bad for you, you can always 

make an appointment with the Red Cross to donate blood at 
a later date. 
 
Remember, if giving blood, tell the Red Cross that you are 
with the Peoria Jaycees and that they are a Quiet Heroes 
Club member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Individual Development 
by Mike Buckley 

 
The individual development area has been quiet over the last 
month since the Firecracker 5000 came first on my priority 
list.  I compiled the results  from the membership program 
and project survey and have an idea of some projects that 
members are interested in.  One suggestion was an 
astronomy night at a local observatory.  The most interesting 
suggestion was a project on sexual orientation dynamics.  
Anyone interested in chairing that one????  Seriously 
though, if anyone has an idea or would like to chair an ID 
Project, feel free to contact me and we will see what we can 
do. 
 
Hopefully, before the golfing season gets away, we can take 
another crack at a golf dynamics project.   It was an area of 
interest from the survey, so maybe we can take a "mulligan" 
on that one. 
 
 
 

Chapter Management 
by Becky Lemont 

 
Well, here it is, my first article as 
your Chapter Membership Vice 
President.  I hope this gets through 
because my modem has been 
acting up lately and that's why I 
haven't submitted anything lately.  
Anyway, a lot has been happening 
in chapter management 
and….<modem transmission 
lost… user error.. suspected 

problem … user does not know what she's doing> 
 
Jaycees Calendar Year Change 
The number one story, or controversy,  in the Jaycees 
recently has been the change in calendar year.  Right now, 
the Jaycee year starts May 1st and ends April 30th.  The US 
Jaycees took a vote on changing this  to a regular calendar 
year and it won overwhelmingly. 
 
If the Peoria Jaycees should switch to this new year, chapter 
elections will have to be moved to November, chapter books 
would have to be closed during the holiday season and the 
chapter plan and budget will need to be drafted at the 
beginning of the year during DSA Banquet planning. 
 
After a lengthy discussion at the July board meeting, the 
executive board reluctantly voted to change the chapter's 
calendar year so that the chapter could be in sync with the 
national, state and other Jaycee chapters.  This will now be 
voted on at the July membership meeting.  Upon chapter 
approval of this  matter, certain by-law changes will need to 
be made in the chapter's constitution.  These by-law 
changes will be presented and voted upon at the August 
membership meeting on August 20, 1998. 
 
Continued on Page 5. 
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By Her Majesty's Order 
by 'Queen' Joann 

 
Hey All! 
 
Hope everyone is having a happy and 
safe summer!  
 
I got to go my very first National 
Convention in Las Vegas a couple of 
weeks ago!  I thought there were a lot 
of people at the Illinois General 
Assemblies, this puts them to shame.  

There were over 3,500 Jaycees from all over the United 
States, not including the 1,500 or so Senators that also 
attended.  It was a very good tim e and very cool to meet 
people from all different states.  I talked to Jaycees from 
Hawaii, Michigan, Ohio, Texas, Florida and so on. I couldn’t 
get to all of them.  There was so much going on all the time 
that we kept very busy.  Between gambling, eating, and 
Jaycees there wasn’t really a whole lot of time left for 
sleeping. But trust me it was worth it! 
 
It started on Monday with the opening ceremonies, which is 
all the State presidents walking in being announced who 
they are and where they are from.  Then it was on to the 
year change vote.  The state of Illinois as a whole voted no, 
but it was not to be.  It passed with flying colors.  Monday 
night was an even, along with the Senators, called a get 
acquainted party at Freemont Street!  It was a lot like a huge 
block party.  It was an absolute blast.  Tuesday was awards 
and nominations and speeches of the new officers.  That 
night there was what they call a State’s party, which is where 
each state has a booth designed around some kind of theme 
from their state and gives away something to everyone.  
Wednesday brought the election of the new National 
President, which is Chris Reese, and his brand new board.  
Then Thursday brought us the closing ceremonies, which 
brought Jefferson Starship in just to play for us!  Talk about 
awesome. Amongst everything that was going on we found 
time to check out a lot of the local gambling establishments 
and a lot of the local sites.  Yes, we did break even in Vegas.  
If you can believe that! I highly recommend if you ever get 
the opportunity to attend a National Convention that you take 
the chance and attend.  Trust me, you will have the time of 
your life. I know I did! 
 
I know this year has also started off very slow and we are 
working feverishly towards the Firecracker 5000. With the 
year change needing to be implemented, things in the next 
couple months are gonna pick up a little bit.  I hope to see 
everyone, friends, spouses, and new prospects are invited 
too, out at all of these events.  It’s our time now Peoria, to 
make a difference, not only in our lives, but someone else 
who can use our help! Stay safe and have a great summer!!  
See ya! 
 
'Queen' Joann 
 
Editor's Note: I could use a better piece of clip art here… if 
anyone has something more appropriate for a queen, let me 
know. 
 
 
 

Chapter Management (continued) 
 
Also upon approval to change the calendar year, the 
executive board plans to end the current year on December 
31, 1998 and start the next year on January 1, 1999.  New 
elections will take place in November with a new board 
taking office in December.  Normally, a stipulation exists 
where no one may hold the offices of president or treasure 
for two consecutive years unless by default.  However, for 
this time only, it is being planned that this rule is waived as 
the current president and treasurer would have only served 6 
months. 
 
Be sure to be at the next couple of membership meetings to 
voice your opinion and vote. 
 
Past President & Anniversary Party 
The Peoria Jaycees are currently looking for a member to 
chair the upcoming Past President & Anniversary Party.  
This is a celebration that is always held during the August 
membership meeting to honor the past president and 
recognize the anniversary of the Peoria Jaycees.  Most 
normally at this function, the past president is roasted.  
'Governor' Dennis Owens will be roasted this year.   
 
This is a very easy project to run and the previous chairman 
of the board often helps out.  If interested, please call Becky 
Lemont at 676-2780. 
 
Haunted House  
Jeff Ulrich has announced that he will co-chair the 2nd 
longest running of Peoria Jaycee projects, the Haunted 
House.  This year will mark the 28th Annual Peoria Jaycees 
Haunted House.  However, 
another co-chair is currently 
being sought for this project. 
 
Planning has loosely begun on 
the Haunted House with the 
"Tunnel of Terror," a catwalk that 
takes you through a spinning 
tunnel.  Committee meetings 
should begin sometime in the 
next 30 days therefore the 
Jaycees would like to see someone come forward and get 
involved.  Please note, there are several Jaycee members 
with years of experience from the Haunted House ready to 
help you.  You don't have to do this alone! 
 
If interested in co-chairing the Haunted Hous e, please call 
Becky Lemont at 676-2780. 
 
Business After Hours 
The Peoria Chamber of Commerce conducts their Business 
After Hours every 2nd Thursday of the month at different 
businesses in the Peoria area.  It is a type of happy hour or 
reception where members of the Chamber can network 
themselves.  As a Jaycee member, you are also a member 
of the Peoria Chamber of Commerce. 
 
To find out where the next Business After Hours is located 
at, please call Becky Lemont at 676-2780 or on the Jaycees 
web site at http://www.jaycees.com. 
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Membership Report 

by Rick Owens 
 
Who's Up For Renewal 
The following members are due by July 21st: 
Beth Owens  Becky Lemont 
Meg Buchanan  Joe Lemont 
Steve Dozard  * Valerie Mount 
Scott Fletcher  Tim Rohlf 
Steve Gore  Cindy Schwerer 
Ross Hager  Gregg Simpson 
Kris Joseph  * Jeffery V. Webber 
* Rick Kern 
 
The following members are due in August: 
Jeff Bilsland  Aimee Fuller 
Bill Fady   *Kathy Pulfer 
Kim Frederking  Theresa Schaffer 
 
*- denotes associate member 
 
Membership Status 
Please welcome the Peoria Jaycees newest member, 
Michael Berg, who was recruited by Rusty Greene.  June 
was not a strong month for membership.  While we gained 2 
new members, 7 members dropped out of the chapter, 
netting us a loss of 5 members overall.  Even though this is 
disappointing news, keep in mind that we started with 16 
members for the month which is more than average.  
Looking forward, I believe the retention rate will be stronger 
for July. 
 
The new invoicing system I created seems to be working 
great!  The unpaid dues list is quickly shrinking and we 
already have members who are due in July paying early.  
Thanks to all who are making my area in the Jaycees run 
smoothly.  August invoices will be out around the third week 
in July. 
 
Open House  
I would like to hold another Open House in September like 
we did last year and I am currently looking for a project 
chairman to come forward and take this responsibility. 
 
The Open House is similar to a wine & cheese reception (of 
course we include beer) that is open to the public.  It is an 
opportunity where prospective members can meet Jaycee 
members and learn what the organization is about.  It's also 
a great way to becom e re-acquainted with the chapter if a 
member has not been very active recently.  Also available at 
the open house will be photos of various projects, past 
newsletters and an assortment of literature about the Peoria 
Jaycees. 
 
Running this project is not that difficult and it would be a 
great way for a newer member to get involved.  I will offer the 
project chairperson all the assistance they need, i.e. write 
the CPG, help secure a location, etc. 
 
 
 

 
Jaycees Happy Hour 
The next Jaycees Happy Hour is set for Friday, August 7th, 
from 5:00 - 7:00pm at the Crow's Nest, next to the Katie 
Hooper at the Landing on Peoria's RiverFront.  Our last 
happy hour didn't go over too well.  It was scheduled for the 
Dockside in Chillicothe.  Unbeknownst to any of us, the 
Dockside closed their doors for good the Sunday before the 
happy hour.  As a last minute change, we moved the happy 
hour to Barnacle Billy's.  Fortunately, there was still a good 
showing of people. 
 
If you have any ideas for a future happy hour, or have any 
questions or comments, please call me at 243-7319.  Please 
call my cellular at 696-7186 on the night of the happy hour in 
the event you should become lost or have questions. 
 
If interested in chairing the Open House project, or if you 
have any other questions regarding membership, please call 
me at 243-7319 or e-mail at clark_kent@flink.com. 
 

Golf Outings 
 
SVI Golf Outing - Saturday, July 18, Pine Lakes Golf 
Course, Sunnyland, $40 includes greens fee, cart, steak 
dinner & pool party, $14 for just steak dinner & pool party, 
call Dubby at 691-6608 
 
Illinois Jaycees Golf Outing - at the Summer GA in 
Champaign, IL, August 15, 2 holes sponsored by the Peoria 
Jaycees, $50.00 per person, proceeds to benefit the Illinois 
Jaycees Scholarship Awards , call Joann Ziegle at 689-0051 
 

Jaycees Softball Tournament 
 
The Peoria Jaycees is determining if there is enough interest 
to hold a softball tournament with different chapter teams.  
It's more or less like the bowling tournaments at the 
regionals, just a different sport. 
 
If your chapter is interested in playing, please contact Dubby 
Janosov at (309)691-6608.  The tentative date for the 
tournament is Saturday, August 22, 1998 at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall in Peoria. 
 

 
 

 

 
Address Change? 

 
Remember to send any address or phone number 
changes to Rick Owens at 243-7319 or e-mail 
clark_kent@flink.com .  The Charge! is sent via bulk 
mail.  If your address is not updated, you will not 
receive your copy of the news letter as bulk mail does 
not get sent to forwarding addresses. 
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Top Ten Really Cool Things About 
The Jaycees Calendar Year Change 

 
10.  Not only additional headaches, but another excuse for Cindy Schwerer to take more Aleve. 
 9. Can spend New Year's Eve signing up drunken partygoers right before membership close out at the stroke of 

midnight. 
 8. Gives current US Jaycees president Eric Seidel what he really wanted…6 more months in power. 
 7. Completing the annual chapter plan and budget will do wonders for your New Year resolutions. 
 6. Offers more experience in taking something that's not broke and fixing it. 
 5. Spring GA's will be moved from Mother's Day to Easter. 
 4. No better time to recruit new officers than right after the Haunted House. 
 3. Shouldn't be any problem getting a dining facility for the Year-End Awards and Installation Banquet in mid-

December. 
 2. Now have suitable excuse to go out beer drinking with your buddies than spending Thanksgiving with your family. 
 1. The run up in stock price for calendar printing companies that the US Jaycees board members purchased. 
 

'Governor' Owens Undergoes 
Experimental Eye Surgery 

 
During work on a recent construction project, 'Governor' Dennis Owens became the victim of a 
freak accident.  While using a high powered drill to cut through thick gage titanium steel, metal 
fragments entered Owens' right eye, rendering it incapable of sight.  Despite warnings from 
Jaycee member and Sentry Safety sales manager Rustin A. Greene, Owens did not wear any 
eye protection that day. 
 
Upon a visit to an extremely skilled eye doctor, Owens was informed that his eye suffered 
permanent damage and that he would never regain use of it.  This was an unacceptable condition 
to the 'Governor' and he demanded other alternatives.  The doctor offered one last ray of hope; 
experimental hog eye replacement surgery.  "I'll take it!' the 'Governor' exclaimed. 
 
In the process to complete the surgery, several hundred hogs were slain for their eyeballs until a 
perfect match was found for Owens.  The highly controversial and experimental surgery was 
completed last month and was a total success, restoring perfect 20/20 vision to Owens . 
 
Meanwhile, animal rights groups have been protesting outside the Governor's mansion for this 
remarkable surgical procedure.  Charges are now being filed against Owens for mass hog 
homicide.  Owens' attorney, Steven J. West was not available for comment at press time.  One of 
the slain hogs was recently cooked at the Peoria Jaycees annual Fourth of July Hog Roast. 
 
 

It's A Little Known Fact 
Hawaii 

 
The Aloha State, as Hawaii was officially nicknamed upon becoming the 50th state of the Union on August 21, 1959 occupies a 
land area almost wholly volcanic in origin.  Some small areas above sea level consist of limestone derived from ancient coral reefs.  
These reefs were formed during periods when the sea level was higher than it is now.  The diverse scenery in Hawaii also includes 
mountains rising to more than 13,000 feet above sea level; great stretches of barren lava beds; golden beaches rimmed by palm 
trees; magnificent cliffs and brightly colored canyons; dense rain forests and arid thorny scrublands; and a multi-hued patchwork of 
field and forest. 
 
The Hawaiian Islands were originally settled by Polynesian immigrants more than 1000 years ago but probably remained unknown 
beyond Polynesia until Captain James Cook reached the islands in 1778.  In 1796 King Kamehameha I united the islands into a 
single independent kingdom.  In 1893 the Hawaiian monarch was deposed and Hawaii became successively a republic in 1894, a 
U.S. possession in 1898, and a U.S. territory in 1900. 
 
Taken from "Hawaii," Microsoft® Encarta® 97 Encyclopedia. © 1993-96 Microsoft Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
'Governor' Dennis Owens 
after his hog eye transplant.
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This Issue: 
• Jaycees Calendar Year Change 
• Jaycee Couple Finally Marry 
• New Member Orientation - July 19th 
• Mini Grand Prix - July 25th 

The Jaycee Creed: 
 
We Believe: 
That Faith In God Gives Meaning And Purpose To Human Life; 
That The Brotherhood Of Man Transcends The Sovereignty Of Nations; 
That Economic Justice Can Best Be Won By Free Men Through Free Enterprise; 
That Governments Should Be Of Laws Rather Than Of Men; 
That Earth's Great Treasure Lies In Human Personality; 
And That Service To Humanity Is The Best Work Of Life 
 
Peoria Jaycees 

The 1998-99 Peoria Jaycees Executive Board 
 
'Governor' Dennis Owens  Chairman 
'Queen' Joann Ziegle  President 
Becky Lemont   Chapter Mgmt VP 
Ross Hager   Community Development VP 
Rick Owens   Membership VP 
Mike Buckley   Individual Development VP 
Courtney Bosworth  State Director 
Mike Rhodes   Treasurer 
Jeff Ulrich   Secretary 
Laura Buckley   Local Director 
Theresa Diefendorf  Local Director 
Amiee Fuller   Local Director 
Eric 'Crash' Gengler  Local Director 
'Dubby' Janosov   Local Director 
Joe Lemont   Local Director 
Dan 'the Friar' Schmidt  Local Director 
Cindy Schwerer   Local Director 
Heather Zech   Local Director 
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