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The 2004 DSA Award receipiants.  From left to right: 
Pennington, Bolden, McArdle, Mayer, Vegunta, Seiler, Camp 
and Amanda Chalus, who accepted the award for Cristy Tindall.  
Not pictured are Chance Barlow and Laura Petersen. 
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13th Annual International Beer Festival 
 
The Peoria Jaycees 13th Annual International Beer Festival will 
be held for the first time on two separate days.  Starting Friday, 
March 11th, from 6 – 9pm, the event will be featured as a sneak 
preview, with only the first 750 people allowed entry at $10 a 
person.  Attendees will also receive a souvenir taste testing 
glass and a free BBQ sandwich from Q’s Smokehouse.  The 
main event of the IBF will be the next day on Saturday, March 
12, 2005, from 1 – 9pm.   
 
Of course, volunteers are always needed to bring this project to a successful end.  Beer loading 
will take place on the evening of Thursday, March 10 at Specialty Imports on Washington St, 
downtown Peoria.  Setup will begin 8:00am, Friday, March 11 and must be ready by 5:30pm.  
Volunteers from the Center for Prevention of Abuse are helping out Friday night.  And of course, 
volunteers are needed during the main event on Saturday.  Last, but not lease, the clean up 
detail is needed late Saturday night and Sunday.  It’s not too late to get involved.  Contact Dave 
Bjerke at bjerke_david_b@cat.com. 
 
The Peoria Jaycees International Beer Festival is purported to be the third largest of its kind in 
the US.  Beer tasters can taste test over 250 different micro-brewed and imported beers from 
around the world.  This year’s beer fest, which is one of the most popular events among Peoria 
Jaycee members, is being chaired by Bryan Devine and Mike Rhodes. 
 
 
 

Jaycees Honor Local Young Leaders 
 
The Peoria Jaycees held its annual Distinguished Service Awards 
Banquet on the evening of February 24, 2005 at the Hotel Pere 
Marquette.   
 
Honored were Alan Pennington for the Outstanding Young 
Business Professional, Julie McArdle for the Outstanding Young 
Educator, Cristy S. Tindall for the Outstanding Young Law 
Professional (posthumously), Dr. Suneela Vegunta for the 
Outstanding Young Health Care Professional, Henry L. Bolden II 
for the Outstanding Young Religious Leader and Allen Mayer for 
the Charles C. Schlink Memorial Good Government Award.  The 
Prescott E. Bloom Distinguished Service Award went to Laura 
Petersen.  A new award category was also presented this year.  
Awarded to Kent Seiler, Chance Barlow and Joey Camp was the 
Outstanding Young Fire & Rescue Professional(s).  Becky Ulrich 
was awarded the Keyman award for 2004. 
 
Matt Jones, a previous winner of the Prescott E. Bloom Distinguished Service Award, gave the keynote address.  The DSA 
Banquet is the longest, contiguous project that that is organized by the Peoria Jaycees and is in its 65th year.  Roxy Baker and 
Daena Ramm chaired this year’s event, which this was Daena’s first project!  Also in attendance was US Jaycees VP Garrett 
McNally and Illinois Jaycees President Lucia Irwin.  The night ended with President Lucia swearing in Matt Jones and Allen Mayer 
as the newest members of the Peoria Jaycees! 
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From The Desk of the Most 

Dangerous Writer in America 
by Rick Owens 

 
A Lot Going On 
 
Hello all! 
 
Another month and another 101 
things going on.  This is good though 
as it shows that we are an active 
chapter.  It also makes for an action-

packed newsletter.  Thank you to the board members as 
they have been really good at getting in news articles and 
other material for the newsletter.  Special thanks to Becky 
Ulrich for the prompt manner of sending me photos of 
events.  Also, congratulations to Becky for being named the 
Keyman Award winner for 2004.  Becky was awarded a Key 
at the recent DSA Banquet and it appeared you could have 
knocked her over with a puff of air… it was totally 
unexpected.   
 
Another way to tell how active our chapter is, is by the 
amount and quality of awards our troops brought home from 
the year-end GA in January.  Becky Ulrich, Kriss Ricketts 
and Roxy Baker all won awards for their respective offices 
they held in 2004 (with Kriss winning the top award in the 
state of CMVP!), the Haunted House placing 8th in the state, 
the DSA winning a slew of awards for the Business Area of 
Opportunity, the Henry Giessenbeir Memorial Award for our 
Population Division and placing 2nd place in the Parade of 
Chapters in the state of Illinois.  Whew!!!  And that was just a 
few of the awards. 
 
Before I go, I just want to mention that I’ve received a lot of 
positive comments and feedback about the newsletter… of 
course, another result from a busy chapter.  Our new printers 
have been doing an excellent job in getting this publication 
out in a timely manner.  See what teamwork does?   
 
If there is anything you’d like to see featured in The Charge! 
please do not hesitate to send it my way. 
 
Thanks, 
RLO 
 
Rick Owens can be contacted at rick@rlo.com. 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

March 
 
Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours – 
Thursday, March 10, 5-7pm, Studio 29, Galena Rd, call Scott 
Ulrich  
 
IBF Setup – Friday 8am, March 11, Expo Gardens, need to 
be set up by 6pm, contact Scott Ulrich or Bryan Devine  
 
 
International Beer Fest – Sneak Preview is Friday, March 
11, event begins at 6pm, Expo Gardens, volunteers should 
arrive 5:30pm, Main Event is Saturday, March 12, event runs 
from 1:00 – 9:00pm, Expo Gardens, contact Scott Ulrich or 
Bryan Devine  
 
Easter Egg Stuffing – Tuesday, March 15, 6pm, Amvets 
Post 64, downtown Peoria, call Dale Losher or Lori Munton  
 
Membership Meeting – Thursday, March 17, 7pm, Amvets, 
downtown Peoria, call Scott Urlich  
 
WTVP Membership Drive – Saturday, March 19, tentatively 
set for a late shift, call Mary Brown  
 
Easter Egg Hunt – Sunday, March 20, Detweiller Park, Egg 
hiding starts at 9am, Festivities begins 12:30pm, call Dale 
Losher or Lori Munton  
 
New Member Orientation/CPG Training – Saturday, March 
26, 1- 3pm, Amvets, call Scott Ulrich  
 
Rivermen Game – Saturday, March 26, Peoria Civic Center, 
Game starts 7pm, tickets $9 each, call Dubby Janosov or 
Randy Stevens to RSVP 
 
Peoria Mayoral Debate – Monday, March 28, broadcast by 
WEEK TV 25 from 7 – 8 pm, WEEK studios, East Peoria, 
call Randy Stevens  
 

April 
 
Jaycees Happy Hour – Friday, April 1, 5:00pm - ??, 
Jimmy’s, Farmington Rd, call Randy Stevens  
 
Board Meeting – Thursday, April 7, 7:00pm, Amvets, 
downtown Peoria, call Scott Ulrich  
 
Lawnmower Clinic – Saturday, April 9, Expo Gardens, call 
Shane Hoadley  
 
Business After Hours – Thursday, April 14, 5-7pm, 
Lakeview Museum, call Scott Ulrich  
 

The Charge! 
An Official Publication of the Peoria Jaycees 

 
Rick Owens – Editor 
Editorial & Publication Headquarters & Jaycee Correspondence: 
 PO Box 2 
 Peoria, IL 61650 
 FAX - (309) 691-5196 Hotline - (309) 676-5292 
 E-Mail –rick@rlo.com   Internet – www.jaycees.com  
 
Published monthly, in mailboxes by the 2nd Thursday of the month.  News articles due 
the 1st Thursday of the month. 
 
Disclaimer: Portions of this newsletter are merely for entertainment and should not be 
taken seriously. 
 
All material in this publication is Copyright © 2005, Richard L. Owens, Jr., unless  
otherwise indicated. 
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Photo courtesy Becky Ulrich  

A bunch of drowned rats at Water Aerobics.  

 
Photo courtesy Roxy Baker  

New members Allen Mayer (left) and Matt Jones 
(middle) being sworn into the Peoria Jaycees by 
Illinois Jaycees President Lucia Irwin (right) after 
the DSA Banquet. 

 
Photo courtesy Rick Owens 

Dart spectators Angie Walker and Colleen Kelley hold 
down the bar. 

 
Photo courtesy Becky Ulrich 

Peoria Jaycee Keyman Organization at the DSA Banquet, 
February 24, 2005.  Pictured left to right, Toby Quin, 
Randy Stevens, Rick Owens, Matt Ryan, Becky Ulrich, Bill 
O’Neill, Jeff Bilsland, Chuck Kreie, Don Doyle, Tom 
Horstman and Dennis Owens. 
 

 
Photo courtesy Rick Owens  

Dart champions at the Darts for Diabetes, Kriss 
Ricketts-Cochran and Mary Brown. 
 

 
Photo courtesy Becky Ulrich 

Past Presidents of the Peoria Jaycees at the DSA 
Banquet.  From left, Alan Pennington (1994-95), Randy 
Stevens (2001), Rick Owens (2000), Roxy Baker (2004), 
Toby Quin (2005), Dennis Owens (1997-98) and Tom 
Horstman (1977-78) 

Current Photos 
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Membership Report 

by Gretchen Cookson 
 
Welcome to another exciting 
addition of the membership report!  I 
hope this finds you all well.  I know 
everyone is looking as forward to 
nice weather as I am.  We are 
planning many events to help us 
enjoy the great weather including a 
scavenger hunt and a family picnic.  
It is sure to be a great spring. 

 
Welcome New Members 
I would like to welcome our 4 new additions in February, 
Shawna Stake, Cindy Chambers, Matt Jones, and Allen 
Mayer.  I know everyone will help in making them feel 
welcome. 
 
Mustang Night 
Our Mustang Night was a huge success!  A huge thank you 
to everyone who came out to help and to the Mustangs 
organization.  About 20 Jaycees were present and we 
managed to start our fundraising efforts for our Relay for Life 
teams.   
 
Chicken Run 
Thanks to Rhonda Wise for organizing our chicken run to 
Rip’s in Ladd.  There were 11 Jaycees who made the brave 
trip to try the greasiest food ever!  Fun was had by all, even 
John Ritter who managed to lose his keys, then his car why 
we were there.  Luckily all was found and everyone returned 
safely to Peoria! 
 
Rivermen Game 
Just a reminder to everyone that we 
will be attending the Rivermen game 
on Saturday, March 26, 2005.  
Please see Dubby Janosov or 
Randy Stevens to reserve your 
seats.  Tickets are $9 per person.  
The game starts at 7pm. 
 
Happy Hour 
The Peoria Jaycees Happy Hour will be at Jimmy’s Pub on 
Farmington Road on Friday, April 1st (a great time for April 
Fool’s Day), starting at 5pm.  Hope to see you there!   
 
Family Picnic 
Julie Walker is in the process of planning a Family Picnic for 
June 4th.  I am sure she will appreciate any ideas or 
suggestions or ideas. This will be a perfect opportunity for 
the Jaycee adults and kids to enjoy the afternoon!  
 
Have a great month everyone!  Stay Safe! 
 
Gretchen Cookson, 2005 Membership Development VP 
 
Gretchen Cookson can be reached at 
gretchey@insightbb.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
Who’s Due: (April 2005) 
Randy Begole    Laura Peterson 
Dave Bjerke    “Scuba” Steve Rickord 
Tina Casto    Jim Rinehart 
Jennifer Davis    Jennifer Routzon 
Ed Dennison    Tim Sheets 
* Michael Godar    Ted Sumner 
Doug Graham    Nick Vorrath 
Colleen Kelley    David Wayne 
Jason Kneer    Don West 
Lara Pedretti    Heather Zech 
 
* - indicates associate member 
 
Happy Birthday in March 
Jeff Werner (3/1)   Diane Marsical (3/16) 
Matt Nowlan (3/1)   Dale Losher (3/19) 
Aimee Calbow (3/3)   Steve Pfieffer (3/21) 
Jeff “Mad Dog” Bilsland (3/9) Ann Wagner (3/21) 
Dennis Owens (3/10)   Ward Ricketts (3/21) 
Susan Glass (3/12)   Tim Rohlf (3/29) 
Jennifer Routzon (3/13)  Kevin Leach (3/30) 
Katie Ham (3/14) 
 

Chapter Management 
by Scott Ulrich 

 
Business After Hours 
Business After Hours for March is planned 
at Roecker’s Cabinets at Studio 29 on Rt. 
29 on Thursday, March 10th.  For more info 
please contact me.  BAH will be held at 
Lakeview Museum on April 14. 
 

International Beer Festival 
Our biggest event is coming up on March 11 – 12.  Please 
see the news story on page 1 for more details. 
 
Lawnmower Clinic 
The Lawnmower Clinic will be held April 9th at Expo Gardens 
this year.  We will be using one of the infamous sheds to try 
to stay warm and dry.  We can use all the help we can get.  If 
you would like to help, contact me or Shane Hoadley at 
flashu2@insightbb.com. 
 
New Member Orientation/CPG Training 
We will be holding a New Member Orientation and CPG 
Training on March 26th from 1 – 3pm at the Amvets.  Come 
early and the chapter will buy lunch!  Even if you aren’t a 
new member, but have never attended a New Member 
Orientation, or CPG Training, come on out anyway! 
 
Texas Hold ’um 
The Texas Hold ’um tournament has been rescheduled 
tentatively for mid-May.  More dealer training will be coming 
soon.  If interested, contact Shane Hoadley at 
flashu2@insightbb.com. 
 
Scott Ulrich can be contacted at ulrich4@insightbb.com. 
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Individual Development 

by Becky Ulrich 
 
Looking For IDeas 
Welcome to the world of ID.  What is ID you ask?  ID stands 
for Individual Development and pretty much the only 
limitation on what can be considered an ID project is your 
imagination.  ID is anything that helps you grow as a person. 
 
I have been working on lining up a few of such projects for 
this year, but I need the help of all the members to come with 
other ideas and step up to run such projects.   
 
I am hoping that we can get a few other projects at upcoming 
meetings.  I would like to see Fortune Cookie Dynamics, 
which is a simple Speak-Up project and Get Screwed, which 
is a fun get to know your neighbor project.  If anyone is 
interested in running either of these, please let me know.  
There is little preparation to these projects, but not much. 
 
Come out to our CPG training on March 26th.  Can’t make 
the training?  Contact most any board member or senior 
Jaycee and they would be glad to assist.  Contact me, and I 
will give you a personal 1 on 1 CPG training!  Still nervous?  
Consider doing it with a co-chair or asking one of the board 
members or experienced Jaycees to coach you.  I know I 
would be more than happy to assist.   
 
If you are interested or even thinking about running a project, 
ID is the place to start, than chairing the beerfest for your 
very first project!  Make sure and contact me if you have any 
ideas!  Maybe you can share a hobby or talent of yours with 
the rest of the membership. 
 
Thanks 
I want to thank our ID Local Director, Shane Hoadley for 
hosting our Dealer Dynamics in February.  I know I learned 
plenty about Texas Hold ‘em, since I knew nothing about it, 
other than it involved cards and chips!  Be looking for Dealer 
Dynamics II very soon, as we are going to need plenty of 
trained Jaycees to help pull off the Texas Hold ‘em 
Tournament fundraiser we have planned. 
 
Also a big thanks to our COB and Regional Director, Roxy 
Baker for arranging us to visit one of her places of 
employment, the Riverplex to participate in her invigorating 
Water Aerobics workout.  Amazingly I believe we had more 
men than women in attendance.  I think we were all feeling 
the burn, and the hot tub afterwards was a welcome site to 
all! 
 
Also I want to thank all who have participated in the Create a 
Caption project at the January meeting, and the Leadership 
to a new degree project at the February meeting.  I am 
hoping this was a welcome break to the meeting, and fun 
was had by all.  I would love to hear member’s comments 
though.  
 
Springboard & Degrees 
If anyone is interesting in more information about 
Springboard and Degrees and how to complete your 
paperwork, contact myself or your Membership VP, 
Gretchen Cookson.  Springboard & Degrees is an 

activation program that includes everything you become 
involved with in the Jaycees. 
 
Coming Up 
We have several projects in the works right now.  Be on the 
lookout for further information to come very soon.  Some of 
those are to have a Professional speaker/trainer come in to 
teach us about Professional Etiquette, a Self Defense “Street 
Smart” training, a Sign Language class, a Team Building 
Obstacle Course race, Wine Tasting, Indian Culture and 
Cuisine, and how to make homemade ice cream (as soon as 
the weather gets warmer!).  But we are still looking for more 
fun and informative ideas! 
 
Continued on page 6. 
 

Community Development 
by Mary Brown 

 
Easter Egg Hunt 
The Peoria Jaycees Easter Egg 
Hunt is coming up soon.  We will be 
stuffing eggs on March 15 at the 
Amvets at 6pm.  We ask members 
donate a bag of candy and to stay 
for the fun.  The Hunt is March 20 at 
Detweiller Park.  We need to get to 

the Park around 9am and the activities begin at 12:30.  This 
is one of our most popular and fun events, so please come 
out and enjoy. 
 
WTVP Auction & Membership Dirve 
We will be helping WTVP with a membership drive.  This will 
take place on March 19.  I have asked for a late shift and I 
will have more details later.  We will also be helping with the 
WTVP auction.  This will be on April 28 & 29.  I will have 
more details about both of these events very soon.  
 
Peoria Mayoral Debate 
We are hosting a Mayoral debate with WEEK-TV.  This 
event is happening on March 28.  It will be televised from 7-
8pm and we will need some volunteers to help bring this 
event to a successful conclusion.  Randy Stevens is 
organizing this event.  Please give him an e-mail at 
rrs@rlo.com if you want to get involved or have other 
questions.  
 
Race For The Cure/Other Events 
I am wondering if anyone would like to have a team for Race 
for the Cure in May.  Please contact me if you would be 
interested.  Let me know if you have anything else you would 
like us to participate in.  I am currently having computer 
problems, so if I am slow to respond to an e-mail, please be 
patient.   
 
I think that is everything.  Thanks to everyone who has 
participated and helped with our Community Events.  We 
have a lot going on next month.  Come out and enjoy the 
fun. 
 
Mary 
 
Mary Brown can be contacted at 
maryphoto1@insightbb.com. 
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President’s Report 

by Toby Quin 
 
Greetings everybody!  As mentioned 
in previous articles, Leadership 
training is a focal area for this year’s 
board.  In February, part of this 
dream became a reality. 
 
On February 12, several Peoria 

Jaycees attended a Super 7 training hosted by the Morton 
Jaycees.  In this training we learned several methods to 
improving our chapter.  Thanks Morton for letting us crash 
the party. 
 
On February 19-20, 5 Peoria Jaycees attended JCI LEAD 
training right here in good ole Peoria.  This might have been 
the best training I have ever been to.  One of the things I 
learned during this training was what my strengths as 
weaknesses are.  An outstanding leader must excel in these 
areas – Manager, Visionary, Coach, Educator, and 
Ambassador.  You can probably guess what I identified as 
my strengths and weaknesses: 
 

Manager- Strength 
Visionary- Strength 
Coach- Weakness 
Educator- Strength 
Ambassador- Weakness 

 
I would recommend everyone conduct this same exercise 
because I now know which areas I need to improve in.  I 
need to be more motivating and inspiring, communicate 
better and improve my social skills (among others). 
 
Becky Ulrich is planning something that can help me with 
my social skills.  In April or May (Date and Location to be 
announced) Cyndi Byrd of image potential will be 
conducting a Professional Etiquette Class.  This is the same 
person that taught Time Management training in 2003.  She 
will focus on etiquette guidelines for workplace 
actions/behavior: verbal, written, and electronic 
communication; telephone use; and professional networking. 
Who couldn’t benefit form a class like this? 
 
One of the things that amazes me about the Peoria Jaycees 
is the ability to run multiple projects at the same time.  As 
many of you know, we were very busy in February.  We 
sponsored 12 different events with all successfully 
accomplished while simultaneously planning for the 
International Beer Festival and Easter Egg Hunt. 
AWESOME!  I can’t tell you how many compliments I have 
received in regards to the Darts for Diabetes, the Super Bowl 
Party and the DSA.  We might have started off slow in 
January, but we more than made up for it February.  
 
It’s time more me to climb off my soapbox now.  Until next 
month. 
 
Toby 
 

Toby Quin can be contacted at tobylquin@insightbb.com. 
 

Individual Development 
(continued) 

 
Competitions 
I am also looking for individuals interested in competing at 
the next General Assembly, which happens to be the 
weekend of May 8th right in Peoria.   
 
I have had 2 individuals that have stepped up and expressed 
interest in singing in Jaycee Idol and 4 individuals have 
expressed an interest in forming a Peoria Debate team.  
Debate teams are 3 man (or woman!) teams, so if we can 
get 2 more individuals, we can send 2 teams to competition!  
 
I’m also looking for individuals that might be interested in 
competing in Speak-Up or Write- Up competitions or possibly 
Brownfield or Armbruster (portfolio/resume/interview 
competition).  This is a great way to practice some very 
useful skills that can definitely help you in your careers.  
 
Hope to see you all out at the Beerfest! 
 
Becky Ulrich can be contacted at beckyu4@insightbb.com. 
 

 
Other News 

 
 The Peoria Jaycees received a press release from 

the Friends of Friedrechshafen regarding the need 
for a host family for the Sister City Youth Exchange.  
Twenty students and host chaperones will travel 
from Friedrichshafen to Peoria on July 29, departing 
August 16.  They have already organized activities 
for both guests and host families.  For more 
information, call (309) 266-6820 or go online to 
www.peoriasistercity.org.  At 24 years old, the 
Peoria-Friedrichshafen program is the longest 
continuous-running youth exchange in America. 

 
 Congratulations to Rob and Missy Quin on the 

birth of a healthy 6 lb 8 oz girl, Elizabeth Sarah, on 
March 4, 2005. 

 
 Mike Buckley’s name was drawn to win $20 at 

February’s membership meeting.  Since however 
Mike was not present, the pot grows to $40.  Should 
the person who’s name is drawn at March’s 
membership meeting be in attendance, they win the 
pot; if not, it will grow to $60! 

 

 

 

Attention!  All meetings are open to all 
Jaycee members and the public. 
 
Board Meetings: 1st Thursday of the 
month at the Amvets, 7pm 
 
Membership Meetings: 3rd Thursday of 
the month also at the Amvets, 7pm 
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Top Ten Changes In This Year’s Easter Egg Hunt 
 
10.) To minimize manpower needs, kids now hide their own Easter eggs. 
9.) Instead of giving out candy, now offering left over Beerfest beer. 
8.) Easter Bunny was double booked; Willie York now scheduled to make an appearance. 
7.) Event location changed to Big Al’s for a real “bunny hunt.” 
6.) Not only will face painting be offered again, but tattoos and body piercing will be available. 
5.) Surprise!  Jose Canseco baseball cards and steroid gum included inside the giant dinosaur eggs. 
4.) New signage posted on the grounds announces that it is officially “wabbit season.” 
3.) New event sponsor: Smokers Outlet Shoppe. 
2.) Texas Hold ‘um Tournament now on list of fun and games for the kids. 
1.) Now freed from prison, Martha Stewart is to color coordinate all the eggs. 
 
 

Jaycees Concerned About English-only Speaking 
Members Might Hamper International Project 

 
Peoria, IL  (Charge! New Wire) – Top officials at the Peoria Jaycees have become alarmingly concerned over the fact that many of 
its members do not speak any foreign languages.  “We have an international event coming up real soon, but no one in our 
organization can speak any language other than English,” stated the chapter management vice president Scott Ulrich.  The Peoria 
Jaycees International Beer Festival is scheduled for March 11 and 12, to which the Jaycees do not have any foreign speaking 
ambassadors.  “This is very embarrassing,” Ulrich added. 
 
Ulrich claimed that there were a couple of members who could speak some phrases in German and Spanish.  “Our previous 
president, Roxy Baker can speak fluent Pig Latin, and a lot of it, but we have no real interpreters here,” Ulrich continued.  The 
Jaycees hope that this is not a detriment to the long running beer tasting event. 
 
Ulrich went on to say, “I guess as long as people are drinking beer and are happy, everyone can communicate just fine.” 
 
 

It's A Little Known Fact 
Social Security 

 
In 1933, an elderly California physician, Francis Townsend, proposed a scheme whereby the Federal government would provide 
every person over 60 a $200 monthly pension.  Townsend claimed that his Old Age Revolving Pension Plan could be financed by a 
Federal tax on commercial transactions.  The plan obtained a great deal of public support and by 1935 his Townsend Club had 
over 5 million members.  In 1935 Townsend handed in to President Franklin D. Roosevelt a petition supporting the Old Age 
Revolving Pension Plan that had been signed by over 20 million people.  In response to the petition, Congress passed the Social 
Security Act on August 14, 1935. (1) 
 
It established Old Age and Survivors' Insurance that provided for compulsory savings for wage earners so that benefits may be 
paid to them on retirement at 65.  To finance the scheme, both the employer and employee had to pay a 3% payroll tax.  The 
provisions of the act also encouraged states to deal with social problems. (1)  As President Franklin D. Roosevelt stated in 1935, 
social security was to “frame a law which will give some measure of protection to the average citizen and to his family against the 
loss of a job and against poverty-ridden old age.” (2) 
 
Ida May Fuller was the first beneficiary of recurring monthly Social Security payments.  Ms. Fuller filed her retirement claim on 
November 4, 1939, having worked under Social Security for a little short of 3 years.  Social Security claims were grouped in 
batches of 1,000 and a Certification List for each batch was sent to the US Treasury.  Ms. Fuller’s claim was the first one on the 
certification List and so the first Social Security check, check number 00-000-001, was issued to Ida May Fuller in the amount of 
$22.54, dated January 31, 1940. (3) 
 
The first recorded applicant for a lump sum payment was Ernest Ackerman, who retired only one day after the Social Security 
program began.  For his nickel put into Social Security, he received a lump sum payment of seventeen cents. (2) 
 
 
(1) Taken from www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USARsocial.htm  (2) Taken from www.genealogytoday.com (3) Taken from www.ssa.gov 
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This Issue: 
• International Beer Festival 
• Easter Egg Hunt – March 20 
• Rivermen Game – March 26 

The Jaycee Creed: 
 
We Believe: 
That Faith In God Gives Meaning And Purpose To Human Life; 
That The Brotherhood Of Man Transcends The Sovereignty Of Nations; 
That Economic Justice Can Best Be Won By Free Men Through Free Enterprise; 
That Governments Should Be Of Laws Rather Than Of Men; 
That Earth's Great Treasure Lies In Human Personality; 
And That Service To Humanity Is The Best Work Of Life 
 
Peoria Jaycees 

PRSRT STD
 

US Postage Paid 
Peoria, IL 

Permit No. 700 

The 2005 Peoria Jaycees Executive Board
 
Roxy Baker        Chairperson 
Toby Quin         President 
Scott Ulrich        Chapter Mgmt VP 
Mary Brown        Community Development VP 
Gretchen Cookson       Membership VP 
Becky Ulrich        Individual Development VP 
Jennifer “J.O.” Orange      State Director 
Linda Thomas        Treasurer 
Kriss Ricketts-Cochran      Secretary 
Lori Munton        Chapter Mgmt Local Director 
Dale Losher        Community Development Local Director 
Angie Walker        Membership Local Director 
Shane Hoadley        Individual Development Local Director 
Tim Sheets        Local Director/Webmaster 
Julie Walker        Local Director 


