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New Officers Elected For 2006

The Peoria Jaycees voted in a new Board of Directors for the 2006 year at the November
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Peoria, IL (Charge! News Wire) — The Peoria Jaycees once again formed their candy cane
brigade and marched in the 118" Annual Peoria Santa Claus Parade this past November.
However, attendance for the event seemed to have subsided and it was member Randy Stevens who noticed while watching the
event on television. Inspiration had just hit; how can the Jaycees make its parade entry better Stevens asked himself. The
answer: a complete, real float.

And then, the question came as to what the theme of the float would be.
Stevens claims he didn’t have to think about that one very long. “All
Christmas is anymore is total commercialism,” Stevens complained. His
float idea was based off of the fast-becoming popular Festivus holiday.
Essentially, the float would be decorated with a large metal or aluminum
pole in the center of the float. On the front end of the float would be a
loud PA system so the “airing of grievances” can be heard. On the back
end of the float would be a display of the “feats of strength,” with several
Jaycee volunteers wrestling one another.

The Festivus holiday was made popular from the television series
Seinfeld, where each December 23", a large pole is erected instead of a
Christmas tree. There would be an “airing of grievances” where
everyone would explain how everyone else disappointed that person.
The “feats of strength” would follow, obviously to relieve the tension built.
Festivus was mainly a protest to the vast commercialism Christmas has
become.

ThehPeoria Jaycees “Candy Cane Brigade” take part in the
. . . . \ .

“Christmas has nothing to do with Peace to all Mankind anymore,” | 118" Annual Peoria Santa Claus Parade on November 25,
Stevens vehemently testified, “Christmas is about greedy corporations | 2005. The Santa Parade is the longest continuous Santa

making more money.” Stevens believes the Peoria Jaycees would be | Paradeinthe nation.

the first group to use the Festivus holiday as an entry theme for the
longest continuous Santa parade.




The Charge! - Page 2

From The Desk of the Most
Dangerous Writer in America
by Rick Owens

This Is It
Hello all!

As | finish the 12" and final issue of
The Charge! for 2005, | bid a fond
farewell to the newsletter editor gig.
As a favor to Toby Quin to step up as
this year's president, | offered to do something on his board
of directors. This nonsense I've been doing here for the past
year is what he wanted me to do. So | guess we can blame
Toby?

Being the newsletter editor for the Peoria Jaycees was not
new to me at the start of the 2005 year. | previously held this
position for a straight 4 % years, from June ’95 until the end
of 1999. | did edit a couple of issues in 2000 and submitted
stories from time to time after that... but yes, 4 %2 years of
this aforementioned nonsense... now 5 %; years!

What I've done with the newsletter this past year is pretty
much what I've done the previous time | was its editor. And
it's been a lot of fun. In that time, I've received attention for
the chapter (both good and bad), compiled about 70 top ten
lists, received 6 or 7 newsletter awards for the chapter, a lot
of stories | can share and produced a large amount of jokes
about Steve West and Dubby.

Speaking of awards, The Charge! took home the Runner Up
Outstanding Newsletter for the 3 quarter at the November
General Assembly. But | don’t deserve all the accolades.
The newsletter is a team effort. The officers this past year
have been very good at submitting their articles on time.
ScreenGraphics does our printing, folding and mailing and
have done a great job at that. So the thanks and kudos go
out to several people.

Now that | have recently aged out of the organization, |
believe its time to retire my press pass and allow someone
else (younger than me) to have the opportunity for a great
experience.

Continued on Page 6.
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Mark Your Calendars

December

Business After Hours — Thursday, Dec 8, 5-7pm, Service
Station Advertising, 7501 N. University, Peoria, call Scott
Ulrich

99x Nutcracker — Friday, Dec 9, 1 Shift 5:30 — 9pm, 2™
Shift 9pm — 12midnight, Expo Gardens Youth Building, call
Scott Ulrich

Santa’s Little Helpers — Saturday, Dec 10, 9am, call Lori
Munton

Holiday Attitude Adjustment Party — Sunday, Dec 11, new
member orientation starts 12 noon, ID rotations start 1pm,
Rick & Beth Owens’ home, Dunlap, call Becky Ulrich

Membership Meeting — Thursday, Dec 15, 7pm, Amvets
Post 64, downtown Peoria, call Scott Ulrich

Xmas Party/Installation Banquet/Year End Awards -
Friday, Dec 16, time TBA, lvy Club, Galena Rd, Peoria Hts,
call Kriss Cochran

Amvets Xmas Baskets — Saturday, Dec 17, 7am — noon,
Amvets Post 64, distribution of Xmas baskets

Prairieland Regional — Sunday, Dec 18, tentative, call Roxy
Baker

Crittenton Santa Stuffers — Sunday, Dec 18, 2:15 — 5pm,
and Tuesday, Dec 20, 5:45 — 8pm, Northwoods Mall, call
Mary Brown

Amvets Xmas Party — Saturday, Dec 24, 12 noon — 5pm,
serving Tom & Jerrys. Please bring a snack for all to enjoy.

Merry Christmas — Sunday, Dec 25

January

Board Meeting — Thursday, Jan 5, 7pm, Amvets, call Matt
Ryan

Happy Hour — Friday, Jan 6, 5pm, location TBA, call Becky
Ulrich

Bowling Fundraiser — Tuesday, Jan 10, 6pm, Town &
Country Bowl, call Dale Losher

Membership Meeting — Thursday, Jan 19, 7pm, Amvets
Post 64, downtown Peoria, call Matt Ryan

lllinois Jaycees General Assembly — Jan 27 — 29, Decatur,
IL, 2005 year-end GA, call Brad Gordon
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Attention! All meetings are open to all
Jaycee members and the public.

Board Meetings: 1% Thursday of the
month at the Amvets, 7pm

Membership Meetings: 3" Thursday of
the month also at the Amvets, 7pm

Congratulations to Shawna Stake for winning the progressive
rafflell  Unfortunately, Shawna was not present to win.
Therefore, the pot grows to $80.

You need to be present at the December membership meeting
to win. Hope to see you there!

Chapter Eternal

Brian Milbrandt, who served as the Peoria Jaycees president
for the 1993-94 year was found dead in his Springdfield, IL
apartment on Wednesday, November 23, 2005. He was 42.

Brian also held many other positions in the Jaycees,
including District Director, Region Director and Political
Advisor for the Prairieland Region. He also served in
numerous state chairmanships for the lllinois Jaycees.

Brian is survived by his parents, 2 brothers, 1 sister, 2
nieces, 2 nephews and 3 "kids," Sebastian, Max and Casey
(his dogs - whom he loved more than life itself).

Please keep Brian, his friends and family in your thoughts
and prayers.

Photo courtesy Becky Ulrich

The Peoria Jaycees debate team at the November General
Assembly in St. Louis. From left to right, Rhonda Wise, Matt
Jones and Allen Mayer.

~ Photo courtesy Becky Ulrich

President Toby Quin picks up an award for the Peoria Jaycees
from lllinois Jaycees President Lucia Irwin at the General
Assembly in St. Louis.

Photo courtesy Becky Ulrich

Jaycee members have a little dinner at the Sign Language
Dynamics while Shane Hoadley falls asleep on the table.

Head-elf Shane Hoadley
lines up the troops for the
Candy Cane Brigade at
the Peoria Santa Claus
Parade.

Photo courtesy Becky Ulrich
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Individual Development
by Becky Ulrich

| want to thank everyone for a wonderful year. It is been a
lot of fun and | want to wish Shane Hoadley the best as your
IDVP next year. | know he will do a great job.

Thanks

Thank you to all those who came out to Leadership
Communication training and Sign Language and to Fired Up
in November. All were very well attended, a lot was learned
and everyone had a lot of fun! Thank you to Roxy Baker
and Amy Morrill for stepping up to help organize these great
events too.

Debate Team Wins!

Congratulations to our debate team for bringing home the
gold at the latest GA (or actually the wood). Matt Jones,
Allen Mayer and Rhonda Wise comprised the team and
qualified to go to Nationals in Myrtle Beach in March to
represent Peoria and lllinois. What a great honor!

Also thank you to Mary Brown, Toby Quin and Kriss
Cochran for stepping up at the last minute and very early
Saturday morning to fill in when the other team Peoria was to
compete against backed out. They all did an awesome job.

The 2 teams had to debate whether to make the Jaycees an
all men's organization again or not and it was quite
entertaining. | seem to remember plenty of quotes about
Sandra Day O'Connor, and the Women's Rights Suffrage
Act and a quote from Toby Quin "Go Dale Earnhart, Jr". You
take a guess which was which! | would like to see the
chapter support our team and find some ways we can raise
some funds to help pay their way to Nationals. The state
has a fund to aid in the expenses, but | doubt it will come
close to covering all the expenses. If anyone has any ideas,
please let me know.

Holiday Attitude Adjustment Party

Don't forget the Holiday Attitude Adjustment Party at Rick
and Beth Owens’ house Sunday December 11th! This will
be a day of fun mini-Christmas related ID projects.

We will be hosting a new member orientation from noon to
1:00 so if you have never had this great informative training,
now is your chance. We might even feed you lunch! The
rest of the festivities will start at 1:00 then.

Rick Owens is going to teach Fire Building techniques.
Roxy Baker is going to teach us how to make a homemade
Christmas ornaments. Jennifer Orange is going to teach us
how to decorate Christmas cookies. Mary Brown is going to
teach us some holiday cocktail recipes. Jamie Thomas is
going to teach us some holiday shopping skills including how
to budget for the holidays and Rob Walker is going to teach
us how to make ice votives. If you haven't had a chance to
sign up for this fun-filled day, it's not too late. Just let me
know.

Rock Climbing
Jennifer Orange is organizing a Rock Climbing trip to

Bloomington. Tentative date is set for February 18th next
year. | believe the cost will be $25 a person and will include
a 2-hour class and then several hours of free time to climb.
Sounds like a lot of fun. More details to come later.

From Your Incoming Membership VP

| look forward to next year serving as your Membership VP.
As always, if anyone has any ideas, | would love to hear
them. | know | will be looking for a chairman for the
Superfest ASAP and also welcome suggestions where to
hold future Happy Hours. Stay safe and Have a Happy
Holiday. Look forward to seeing you all at the Christmas
Party!

Becky Ulrich can be contacted at beckyu4@insightbb.com.

Py Membership Report
AT by Gretchen Cookson

= ‘ Hello Everyone! | hope this finds you

@~ all well.

Thank you for letting me serve as your

2005 Membership Vice President this

past year. It was a great opportunity in
which | learned a lot. And it's been a great year! Good luck
to Becky Ulrich who will be filling my shoes for 2006.

WYY
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=
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Happy Hour
We had a good turn out at our December Happy Hour at

American Pi. It will be up to Becky to plan our 2006 Happy
Hours, but American Pi was shaping up to be a great place
to hold this.

Who’s Due for January
Joe Burkitt

Gregg Haney

* Stan Munton

Jeff Werner

* - denotes Associate Member

Happy Birthday in December

Jeff Bundy Norm Huff

David Byard Dawn Klimaszewski
Shannon Chasteen Kara Krause

Rob Demuth Allen Mayer

Brad Gordon
Marcia Hayes
Gregg Haney

Shari Owens
Heather Sumner

Happy Holidays and have a great month everyone! Stay
Safe!

Gretchen Cookson,

2005 Membership Development VP
Gretchen Cookson can be reached at
gretchey@insightbb.com.
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Community Development
by Mary Brown

Thank you to everyone for all your help in
the last year. When | first took on this
position | was a little overwhelmed. | tried
to keep one step ahead of everything and |
hope that | was successful. Working with
the community is very rewarding, but at
times a little stressful. | can say that the
positive things that | learned outweighed the stress. | would
like to thank everyone who made my life easier. Thank you
to all my friends who took my crazy phone calls and helped
me when | had questions. | want to wish Lori Munton good
luck as she takes on the role as Community Development
VP. She has a great chapter to support her and the position
is a lot of fun. Ok, now enough of the sappy stuff. | had a
kick butt time as Community Development VP. Thanks for
all the help and support. Here's what is going on in
Community Development......

Santa Visits The Kids

This project is on December 3 at 9:30 at the Children's Home
and the Salvation Army. Tiffany Baugh is in charge. The
project will have happened by the time you receive this
newsletter. It is an event where we have Santa Claus deliver
Christmas presents to the children at the Children's Home
and the Salvation Army.

Santa’'s Little Helpers

This project is on December 10. We will meet at 8:30 at
Calvin Coolidge School. We will take students from our
Adopt a School to buy Christmas gifts for their families. Lori
Munton is working very hard to bring a little Christmas Joy to
the students of our Adopt a School.

Crittenton Santa Sutffers

This project is on Sunday, December 18 from 2:15-5:00 PM
and Tuesday, December 20 from 5:45-8:00 PM. The event
takes place at Northwoods Mall at the Crittenton Santa
Stuffers area. If you would like to help please e-mail me at
maryphoto1@insightbb.com.

JAYS Program
We are working with local schools on the JAYS Program.

This is a program to combat youth smoking; Jaycees Against
Youth Smoking. Dale Losher is working to make this
successful. We are working with two District 150 schools,
Kingman and Lindbergh schools.

Bowling Fundraiser

Get ready to Bowl. We are having a bowling night on
Tuesday, January 10, 2006 at Town and Country Bowl. It is
$15 per person for 3 games, shoe rental, and door prizes.
This event will help the American Cancer Society. Contact
Dale Losher at bowlingacs@insightbb.com for more
information.

Silent Auction

We are in the process of another silent auction to benefit the
American Cancer Society, Hurricane Katrina victims, our
JAYS program and the Peoria Jaycees. Dale has a long list
of awesome prizes that you can bid on. The items are too
numerous to list in this article, but if you want a chance for

some good prizes get in contact with Dale Losher at 360-
3601 or bowlingacs@insightbb.com.

Well, | think that is all. If you have any questions or
comments, please give me a call or e-mail. Thank you being
a part of all of our community projects. We have had a great
year and | wish Lori tons of luck next year.

Mary Brown
Community Development VP

Mary Brown can be contacted at

maryphoto1@insightbb.com.

Chapter Management
by Scott Ulrich

Business After Hours

The December Business After Hours is
scheduled for Thursday, December 8, from
5 — 7pm at Service Station Advertising,
7501 N. University St., Peoria.

The Business After Hours is a monthly
networking event of the Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce.
Each month, a member of the Chamber hosts this event.
The Peoria Jaycees are a member of the Chamber and all
our members are welcomed to attend the Business After
Hours.

99x Nutcracker Concerts

The Peoria Jaycees are helping out with 99x’s Nutcracker
concerts this December. The event features 6 bands and
will be held on Friday, December 9 at Expo Gardens. The
Jaycees are heading up the food sales. Volunteers are
needed for this task, as well as volunteers to help pour beer.

There will be 2 different shifts; the first shift is from 5:30 —
9pm and the second shift is from 9pm until close.

For more information or to sign up to work a shift, please
give me a call or e-mail.

Xmas Party & Installation Banquet

The Jaycees annual Christmas party is scheduled for Friday,
December 16, to be held at the Ivy Club on Galena Rd. This
annual event also coincides with the installation banquet to
install the 2006 Board of Directors. The event will also
feature 2005’s Year End Award ceremonies.

Cocktail hour is to start at 6pm with dinner starting at 7pm.
Award ceremony and officer installation will follow dinner.
Dress is casual.

Kriss Cochran is organizing this year's Christmas party.
RSVPs have already been mailed out. Please contact Kriss
to RSVP, if you need more info or to help at
cochran1@insightbb.com.

Scott Ulrich can be contacted at ulrich4@insightbb.com.
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President’s Report
by Toby Quin

Wow! | can’t believe the year is almost
up. And what a year it has been.
Here's a list of some of our
accomplishments:

e Chaired 23 community projects

e Provided manpower to 13 community events

e Raised an estimated $21,000 for various
community organizations

e Ran 23 membership events

e Conducted 18 Chapter Management projects

e Taught 18 Individual Development trainings

| bet you did not realize how much the Peoria Jaycees do
each year. It has been a lot of work being President of the
chapter, but it has very rewarding. | have heard many State
and National Presidents say that their year as Local Chapter
President was the year that they learned the most. | can
believe them. My experiences as Chapter President will
serve me for the rest of my life.

We have had several members who have really stepped up
this year. Also, the board has gone above and beyond the
call of duty. We will have the chance to honor the best of the
best at the Jaycees Year End/Christmas Party on December
16. | have received many nominations for Officer, Rookie,
Jaycee, Chairman, and Project. It is an attest to our chapter
that | have received a variety of different nominees.

2006 Chapter Planning is tentatively scheduled for
December 17. Time and Place to be determined. This an
opportunity to determine the direction of our chapter. | would
highly recommend attending this event or emailing
President-elect Rhonda Wise. Please stay tuned for further
details.

Nobody won the Membership Meeting Incentive at the
November membership meeting. The incentive is now up to
$80. We will be doing something different at this meeting.
We will be drawing names until someone whose name is
drawn is present. In other words, someone is guaranteed to
walk away with an extra $80 at our December membership
meeting. | am sure you can think of several things to do with
the $80. My size is XL in T-shirts, L in other articles of
clothing, by the way.

Speaking of the membership meeting, a brief survey will
passed out at the December membership asking for your
input on what you like and don’t like about our chapter.
Please fill this out. It does really help the incoming board
plan for next year.

I am looking forward to turning over reigns of our chapter to
the very capable Rhonda Wise. Thanks again for making my
stint as President very enjoyable.

Toby

Toby Quin can be contacted at tobylquin@insightbb.com.

State Director
By Jennifer “J.0.” Orange

Hello alll The end of the year is fast approaching and
everyone is very busy with all of our holiday plans. But even
though the year is wrapping up, we've got lots of Jaycees
projects coming up.

In January, plan on going to my hometown of Decatur for the
Year-End General Assembly (GA). Be sure to mark January
27-29, 2006 on your calendar for this fun event. There will
be more details later from your new State Director, Brad
Gordon.

Also, be sure to keep your ears open for information about
my newest project. Early next year we’ll be traveling to the
silos of Bloomington to do Rock Climbing 101 at The Upper
Limits.

Finally, | would like to deeply thank Rick Owens for being
editor of this newsletter. You literally would not have seen
this article each month if it wasn’t for him.

Have a great holiday everyone and | thoroughly enjoyed
being your State Director this year!

Jennifer Orange
2005 State Director

Jennifer Orange can be contacted at tubojello@hotmail.com.

Dangerous Writer (continued)

The chapter newsletter is a very important responsibility. It
is a vital part of communication for the organization. | will be
happy to offer advice and guidance to get someone started
on the duty. If anyone should be interested in taking on this
role, please contact President-elect Rhonda Wise, Matt
Ryan or myself.

| hope everyone found The Charge! to be informative and
entertaining this past year. | also want to thank everyone for
letting me have another go around as the editor. Best of luck
to the new board and the new newsletter editor.

Thanks,
RLO

Rick Owens can be contacted at rick@rlo.com.

Santa says “Know when to say when!”

Merry Christmas!
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Top Ten Items On Toby Quin’s Christmas List

10.) Tyra Banks

9.) Jessica Simpson
8.) Scarlett Johansson
7.) Cindy Crawford
6.) Eva Longoria
5.) Jenna Jameson
4.) Jennifer Gardner
3.) Kelly Clarkson
2.) Demi Moore

1.) Dale Earnhardt

Jaycees To Promote All-Cheese Weekend

Peoria, IL (Charge! News Wire) — The Peoria Jaycees are organizing an event to promote what they consider to be America’s
favorite food, cheese. At a press conference last week, Shane Hoadley, the Peoria Jaycees 2005 public relations director, opened
by exclaiming, “Behold, the power of cheese! It's an all-cheese weekend!” He further explained that since everyone likes cheese,
it should be celebrated more often. “Hey, there’s a pumpkin festival, a turkey festival, a cherry festival, etc., etc. Butit's a safe bet
to say that most Americans would prefer to have cheese over these other items.” Hoadley explained.

While Hoadley would not go into specifics of the weekend event, he did say it would include American cheese, Chedder cheese,
pepper jack cheese, Swiss cheese and even the less-popular head cheese. Hoadley even joked that the Peoria Jaycees might
even invent their own kind of cheese. “All | can say is that we’re all going to be pretty bound up by Sunday night,” Hoadley
predicted.

Hoadley closed the press conference by rubbing his belly and doing his best impersonation of cartoon character Homer Simpson,
saying, “‘Mmmmmm... Cheese... Mmmmmmm.”

It's A Little Known Fact

John Lennon

John Winston Lennon was born in Liverpool on the evening of October 9, 1940 during a period of much turmoil as the UK was
heavily engaged in World War Il. Both of his parents had musical backgrounds and experience, though neither pursued them
seriously. Lennon lived with his parents in Liverpool until his father Alfred (nicknamed Alf, and later "Freddy"), a merchant seaman,
walked out on the family when John was five years old. His mother, Julia, then decided that she was unable to care for her son,
and so gave him to her sister Mimi. Lennon lived with Aunt Mimi and her husband George at Mendips, 251 Menlove Avenue,
Liverpool throughout the rest of his childhood and adolescence. (1)

John Lennon met Paul McCartney on July 6, 1957 at the Woolton Parish Church Garden Fete in Liverpool. It was at this event that
John’s group, The Quarrymen, were playing. A mutual friend of John and Paul’s, Ivan Vaughan, who also was a member of the
group, introduced the two. Paul was impressed that John had a band; John was impressed Paul could tune a guitar. Paul
auditioned that day by playing the Eddie Cochran song Twenty Flight Rock on John’s guitar upside down (because Paul was left
handed). Paul was soon asked to join the group and he and John would go on to write a vast array of songs... and the rest is
history.

John Lennon was assassinated on December 8, 1980 by a disturbed fan, Mark David Chapman. Lennon and his wife, Yoko Ono,
arrived at their New York City apartment from a recording session when Lennon was met by Chapman. With a .38 caliber revolver,
Lennon was fatally shot 4 times. The doorman was able to wrestle the gun away from Chapman and had asked what he thought
he was doing. Chapman replied “I shot John Lennon.” He then took off his coat and got out a copy of the J.D. Salinger book, The
Catcher in the Rye and began reading. When police arrived, Chapman was still reading. John Lennon died in route to the hospital
where he was pronounced DOA. John Lennon was 40.

(1) Taken from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lennon
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