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Jaycees Prepare 35th Annual Haunted House 
 
It was once a “Planet of Terror” and then “It Came From Peoria.”  It was called “Dark City” and 
then with Y2k, it was “The Beginning of the End.”  It was all an “Evolution of Terror” that 

somehow wound up becoming just a “Movie Monster Mayhem.”  
However, this year a “Nightmare on Northmoor” is turning out to be 
the Peoria Jaycees 35th Annual Haunted House. 
 
Preparations for this year’s haunted event started in mid-
September at the annual Haunted House Blowout Party.  Since 
then work as progressed to open the house by Friday, October 14. 
 
There are some changes in this year’s Haunted House that will be 
a first in a long time, if ever.  The house will be open to the public 
primarily on Friday and Saturday nights only, with exception of 
Halloween weekend; Oct 14-15, Oct 21-22, Oct 27-31.  The times 

have been altered as well, with the house staying open to only 11:30pm as opposed to 
midnight.  For the past few years, traffic through the house had been very light during this 
stretch of 30 minutes.  It was then decided to close the house a half an hour sooner. 
 
Kid’s Day is set for Sunday, October 23 from 1 – 3pm.  This event is a time set aside for the 
less scary side of the Haunted House, where lights are kept on and very little children can go 
through and Trick or Treat in the house.  Volunteers are needed to not dress up so much to 
scare people and to hand out candy to kids who go through the house.   
 
As always, help is still needed in all capacities at the Haunted House, from light to heavy duty, 
from nighttime help to daytime help and from construction work to monster work to ticket booth 
duty.  Linda Thomas is heading up manpower and if you’d like to schedule a night or two to work, or another miscellaneous task, 
please give her an e-mail at penquin449@hotmail.com.  Proceeds from this year’s house will benefit the Peoria Jaycees as well as 
Camp New Hope and other local charitable causes.  For more info on the Haunted House, please contact Haunted House 
chairman Jeff Werner at werner_jeff@cat.com. 
 
 
 

Peoria Jaycees Contribute 
$2,400 To Children’s Home 

 
The Peoria Jaycees donated the sum of $2,400 in September 2005 to 
Children’s Home from proceeds it earned in the Firecracker 5000.  
The Firecracker 5000 is an annual 5k foot race and fitness walk in 
downtown Peoria on the Fourth of July.  Other beneficiaries of the 
Firecracker 5000 were the Cub Foods Education Fund, Camp New 
Hope which is a camp for children with disabilities and the Peoria 
Jaycees.  Dawn and Pat Klimaszewski chaired this year’s 
Firecracker 5000 event. 
 
Children’s Home will use the funds for its Kiefer School and will 
implement the Wilson Reading Program for the school’s non- and 
low-readers by allowing Kiefer to purchase classroom materials. 
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Pat Klimaszewski presents a check for $2,400 from proceeds of 
the Firecracker 5000 to Connie Hamann, VP of Education and 
Transition Services at Children’s Home. 
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From The Desk of the Most 

Dangerous Writer in America 
by Rick Owens 

 
Drop In & Give 
Hello all! 
 
As everyone knows, the US Gulf 
Coast is a disaster area after not one, 
but two hurricanes.  Jaycee chapters 
from all over have come to the aide of 

that part of the country.  Beth and I have since donated 
money to the American Red Cross but I thought there can 
always be more to be done. 
 
Then the phone rang, asking if I’m available for blood 
donation.  The last time I had donated was a couple of years 
ago at the Haunted House.  I have donated 3-4 times before 
that (once hung over… I don’t recommend that).   
 
A couple of months ago, I wrote about how people should 
get more “hands on” in getting involved instead of just writing 
a check and not having to be bothered any further.  I figured 
I should practice what I preach.  I scheduled an appointment 
for later that week. 
 
I get a bit nervous giving blood, primarily that the first couple 
of times was a little rough (got nauseous and all… it’s a 
whole other story for another time).  But this time went really 
well.  I was in and out in an hour and fifteen minutes.  The 
people who work there are very friendly and professional.   
 
So drop in a give sometime.  Be sure to say you’re a Peoria 
Jaycee as the Jaycees are members of the Red Cross’ Quiet 
Hero Program.  And be sure to get a free Twinkie or two. 
 
And if I can change gears here, chapter elections are coming 
up at the November membership meeting.  Candidate 
announcements will be heard at the October membership 
meeting.  Should you decide to run for office and become a 
candidate, you are welcome to include an advertisement or 
article for next month’s newsletter. 
 
Thanks, 
RLO 
 
Rick Owens can be contacted at rick@rlo.com. 
 

 

 
Mark Your Calendars 

 
October 

 
Business After Hours – Thursday, Oct 13, 5 – 7pm, Mid 
America Bank, 230 SW Adams, downtown Peoria, call Scott 
Ulrich  
 

Haunted House Schedule 
All volunteers should arrive by 6pm. 

 
Friday, October 14, 7 – 11:30pm, Expo Gardens 
Saturday, October 15, 7 – 11:30pm, Expo Gardens 
 
Friday, October 21, 7 – 11:30pm, Expo Gardens 
Saturday October 22, 7 – 11:30pm, Expo Gardens 
Sunday, October 23, Kid’s Day!, 1 – 3pm, Expo Gardens  
 
Thursday, October 27, 7 – 10pm, Expo Gardens 
Friday, October 28, 7 – 11:30pm, Expo Gardens 
Saturday October 29, 7 – 11:30pm, Expo Gardens 
Sunday, October 30, 7 – 10:00pm, Expo Gardens  
Monday, October 31, 7 – 11:30pm, Expo Gardens 
 
Membership Meeting – Thursday, Oct 20, 7pm, Amvets, 
downtown Peoria, call Scott Ulrich  
 
Archive Party – Monday, Oct 24, 7pm, Rick Owens’ home, 
call Rick  
 
Blood Drive – Friday, Oct 29, 6 – 9pm, Haunted House, 
Expo Gardens, call Bill Gohs  
 

November 
 
Haunted House Tear Down – Tuesday, Nov 1 - ?, 6pm, 
Haunted House, Expo Gardens, Peoria 
 
Board Meeting – Thursday, Nov 3, 7pm, Amvets, call Scott 
Ulrich  
 
Happy Hour – Friday, Nov 4, 5pm - ??, Crusens, 
Farmington Rd, Peoria, call Gretchen Cookson  
 
Leadership Communication – Saturday, Nov 5, 1 – 4pm, 
Robert Morris College, contact Becky Ulrich  
 
Illinois Jaycees General Assembly – Nov 11 – 13, St. 
Louis MO, Elections for state officers will be held at this GA, 
call Jennifer “J.O.” Orange  
 
Membership Meeting – Thursday, Nov 17, 7pm, Amvets, 
downtown Peoria, CHAPTER ELECTIONS tonight, call Scott 
Ulrich  
 
Rivermen Hockey Night – Saturday, Nov 19, Peoria Civic 
Center, call Dubby Janosov  
 
Bergner’s Community Day – Saturday, Nov 19, redeem 
your Bergner’s coupons, contact Megan Losher  
 
Haunted House Appreciation Party – TBA, call Jeff 
Werner  

The Charge! 
An Official Publication of the Peoria Jaycees 

 
Rick Owens – Editor 
Editorial & Publication Headquarters & Jaycee Correspondence: 
 PO Box 2 
 Peoria, IL 61650 
 FAX - (309) 691-5196 Hotline - (309) 676-5292 
 E-Mail –rick@rlo.com   Internet – www.jaycees.com  
 
Published monthly, in mailboxes by the 2nd Thursday of the month.  News articles due 
the 1st Thursday of the month. 
 
Disclaimer: Portions of this newsletter are merely for entertainment and should not be 
taken seriously. 
 
All material in this publication is Copyright © 2005, Richard L. Owens, Jr., unless  
otherwise indicated. 
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Mail Call 
 

Dear Jaycees, 
 
Thank you so much for your gift of 
$2,400.00 from the Firecracker 5000 for 
the children in our Kiefer School program 
at Children’s Home. 

 
For nearly 140 years, Children’s Home has been stepping 
forward to provide counseling, education and support to the 
children who need it most. In doing so, we are not only 
improving the future of our children, but are improving the 
future of our community! 
 
Thank you for believing in the importance of children and for 
stepping up to make a difference in their lives! 
 
Sincerely,  
Arlene Happach 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
 
 

Bergner’s Community Day 
 
The Bergner’s Community Day is scheduled for Saturday, 
November 19, 2005.  The Peoria Jaycees are getting 
involved and are looking for some light volunteering tasks in 
selling coupon books.  The sales of these books will be used 
to benefit Big Brothers/Big Sisters and the American Red 
Cross (due to the recent Hurricane Katrina disaster). 
 
The coupon books can be offered at Bergner’s every 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday up until 
November 19, 2005.  Selling times are 11-2, 2-5 and 5-8.  
There is a table already set up and signs displayed for 
volunteers convenience.  The coupon book can then be used 
on November 19, 2005. 
 
The coupon books contain several 20% off coupons, bonus 
buy coupons and a chance to win a vacation for 4!  Please 
contact Megan Losher at losher@dgusa.com for more 
information or to get involved. 
 
 

Membership Report 
by Gretchen Cookson 

 
Hello Everyone!  I hope this finds you 
all well.   
 
October is here and along with it 
comes a very busy month for the 
Peoria Jaycees.  I hope to see you all 
out at the Haunted House!  This is a 
great time to catch up with old and 
new members and to support one of 
our biggest projects of the year, 

 
Welcome New Members! 
Please welcome our three newest members Lucy Drone, 
Matt King, and Jennifer Rapp.  We have already seen a lot 
of them this month at various activities and I am sure 
everyone is helping to make them feel welcome. 
 
Happy Hour 
On November 4th, we will be having Happy Hour at Crusens 
on Farmington Road.  This will be a great time for everyone 
to get together and relax after the Haunted House is 
wrapped up and before the busy Holiday season kicks off.  
Hope to see you there. 
 
Hockey Night 
Thanks to Kevin “Dubby” Janosov for organizing a Peoria 
Riverman night.  It will be Saturday, November 19th.  Come 
root for the new team.  
 
Who’s Due for November 
Roxy Baker   Dennis Owens 
Michelle Bernauer  * Rick Owens 
Brock Cassidy   Kate Patucha 
Pam Craig    Toby Quin 
Bryan Devine   Katie Rickord 
Brad Gordon   John Ritter 
Dawn Klimaszewski  Kim Seay 
Kara Krause   Jenni Smith 
Kara Lorenzen   Angie Walker 
Tammi McGinnis 
 
* - denotes Associate Member 
 
Happy Birthday in October 
Becky Cassidy   Charlie Moore 
Pam Craig    Lara Pedretti 
Bryan Devine   John Ritter 
Doug “Magilla” Graham Matt Ryan 
Rusty Greene   Dan Schmidt 
Angie Jones   Dan Wilkinson 
Theresa Lohman  Sharon Williams 
Amy Benecke McLaren Julie Witte 
Melody Metzler   Heather Zech 
 
Have a great month everyone!  Stay Safe! 
 
Gretchen Cookson,  
2005 Membership Development VP 
 
Gretchen Cookson can be reached at 
gretchey@insightbb.com. 

 

 

Attention!  All meetings are open to all 
Jaycee members and the public. 
 
Board Meetings: 1st Thursday of the 
month at the Amvets, 7pm 
 
Membership Meetings: 3rd Thursday of 
the month also at the Amvets, 7pm 

Congratulations to Heather Binder for winning the progressive 
raffle!!  Unfortunately, Heather was not present to win.  
Therefore, the pot grows to $60. 
 
You need to be present at the October membership meeting to 
win.  Hope to see you there! 
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Individual Development 

by Becky Ulrich 
 
Happy Halloween!  Hope to see everyone out at the Haunted 
House the next few weeks.  
 
Thanks to all those who showed up for our Astronomy Night 
and for Nascar 301.  We had over 20 members show up 
each night and fun was had by all.  Many even got to see a 
shooting star.  Also thanks to those who came out for the 
series of Financial Planning sessions graciously hosted by 
John Ritter.  Now we can all make a million bucks!  And 
thanks to Lara Pedretti, Lori Munton and Lucy Drone for 
going with me to visit the Morton Jaycees ID Project Belly 
Dancing.  It was an awesome project and we all got a great 
workout!  
 
Leadership Communication 
On November 5th we are planning on having another 
professional training course you won't want to miss entitled 
Leadership Communication.  It will be held at Robert Morris 
College downtown on the corner of Adams and Fulton in the 
1 Technology Plaza building.  Time is tentatively scheduled 
for 1-4pm.  This will be taught by Cindy Byrd from Image 
Potential who is a professor at Robert Morris College. She 
also instructed Professional Etiquette earlier this year and 
Time Management a year or so ago for us.  This training 
would normally cost you several hundred dollars as an 
individual, but will be offered free to all our members.  She 
will be covering various topics regarding communication.  Be 
looking for an email for further details to come.  
 
Debate Team 
Make sure and cheer on our Debate team at the next State 
GA competition on November 12th in St. Louis.  If you are at 
GA and are up Saturday morning, I highly suggest sitting in 
the audience, as it will be quite the site to see.  
 
We have several other projects in the works, but 
unfortunately at the time this is going to print, I don't have the 
specific dates and details yet.  But we are working on getting 
a night at Fired Up, pottery painting, a sign language class, 
and possibly a self defense class.  If any one has any ideas 
for other ID projects, get a hold of me.  
 
Becky Ulrich can be contacted at beckyu4@insightbb.com. 
 
 

Quotables 
 
“Life is just what happens to you while your busy making 
other plans.” – John Lennon, 1980 
 
“Whenever you are asked if you can do a job, tell 'em, 
'Certainly I can!' Then get busy and find out how to do it.” – 
Theodore Roosevelt  

 
Photo courtesy Becky Ulrich 

 
President Toby swears in new members Lucy Drone, 
Matt King and Jennifer Rapp. 

 
Photo courtesy Becky Ulrich 

 
Night Golf chairwomen Lori Munton and Megan 
Losher oversee the smooth-running event. 

 
Photo courtesy Becky Ulrich 

 
John Ritter explains his get rich quick schemes at the 
Financial Planning seminar. 
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Community Development 

by Mary Brown 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped out 
with all the Community projects recently.  
We provided manpower to a bunch of 
events and I want to say “Thanks” to all 
who helped.  We have some really good 
projects coming up so please continue 
to help out.  

 
Bergner’s Days 
Now it is time to shop for a good cause.  We are selling 
Bergner's Community Days books.  They cost $5.00 and you 
are helping a good cause.  A portion of the money raised 
from selling the books will go to the Red Cross to help the 
victims of Hurricane Katrina.  So for $5.00 you get to help 
people and have fun shopping.  If you aren't the shopping 
type, think of your mom, girlfriend, co-worker, or the girl you 
want to date.  It is a great way to help a great cause.  If you 
have any questions e-mail Dale Losher at 
pek2296@bop.gov. 
 
Blood Drive at the Haunted House 
Bill Gohs is going to be chairing our blood drive this year.  It 
will be on October 28 from 6-9 PM.  Anyone who donates 
gets a free admission to the Haunted House.  Bill will need 
some help to call people to donate.  Please contact Bill at 
bill_gohs@yahoo.com or me at maryphoto1@insightbb.com 
if you can make some calls.  
 
Santa Visits The Kids/Santa’s Little Helpers 
I know that Halloween is just getting here, but we are starting 
to work on our Christmas lists.  Tiffany Baugh is chairing 
Santa Visits the Kids.  This project takes place on December 
3.  Let me know if you are interested in helping Tiffany with 
this great project.  We visit the local shelters and bring 
Christmas joy to the people who are staying there.  
 
Our other Christmas project is Santa's Little Helpers.  We 
take students from our Adopt-a-School and take them 
Christmas shopping for their families.  Lori Munton is in 
charge of this project and she would appreciate any help you 
can give her.  
 
Adopt-A-School 
Our adopt-a-school is Calvin Coolidge Middle School in West 
Peoria.  In the past we have had members be mentors at the 
school.  This only takes a few hours a month and is very 
rewarding.  If anyone would like to find out more about being 
a mentor please let me know.  
 
Thanks for all your help.  If any questions or if you want to 
get involved in any are of Community Development, please 
give me a call or e-mail. 
 
Mary Brown 
Community Development VP 
 
Mary Brown can be contacted at 
maryphoto1@insightbb.com. 
 
 

Executive Officer Descriptions 
 
President - Responsible for monitoring all activities of the 
chapter.  Must be organized and a good delegator.  The 
president is responsible for the direction of the chapter, in 
which it is typically a leadership position and not a 
management position.  Also, the president sets the agenda 
and runs board and membership meetings.  The current 
president is Toby Quin. 
 
Chapter Management VP -  This can be the most difficult 
and important vice president position.  This officer is 
responsible for the day-to-day needs of the chapter.  
Arranges meeting locations, sets-up and organizes 
management training for members, officers and potential 
officers.  This position will assume the president's duties and 
role when the president is not available.  Scott Ulrich 
currently holds this position. 
 
Community Development VP - This position is responsible 
for chapter activities, which directly benefit the community.  
This includes fund raising for charities, providing manpower 
for community events and oversees service programs such 
as Adopt-A-School and the Distinguished Service Awards 
Banquet.  It is a very important position as projects run under 
this officer are visibly seen in the community, reflecting the 
image of the Peoria Jaycees.  The current community 
development vice president is Mary Brown. 
 
Membership VP - Responsible for the membership as a 
whole.  Keeps track of when members are due, ensuring as 
many as possible renew.  Also responsible for the invoicing 
and collection of membership dues and orders name badges 
as needed.  Responsibilities for this office is mostly 
administrative.  This officer will assist and supervise 
membership recruitment activities and outings.  Gretchen 
Cookson currently holds this position. 
 
Individual Development VP - Schedules and is responsible 
for all personal training activities.  Supervises projects such 
as the time management, computer training, speak & write 
ups and other personal learning and training projects.  Becky 
Ulrich is the current Individual Development Vice President. 
 
State Director - Keeps chapter informed of district, regional 
and state Jaycee activities and organizes visits to other 
chapters.  Jennifer Orange currently holds this position. 
 
Secretary - Responsible for all correspondence to and from 
the chapter.  Records and publishes the minutes of Board 
and Membership meetings to be available at membership 
meetings.  The current secretary is Kriss Cochran. 
 
Treasurer - Keeps chapter books; responsible for 
checkbook, monthly financial statements, tax filings and the 
building fund.  The chapter's accounting system is currently 
kept by using Quicken software.  Linda Thomas is the 
current treasurer. 
 
Local Directors – Though not reflected in the chapter’s 
Bylaws, the local directors are assigned to specific vice 
presidents to assist them.  The current local directors are 
Lori Munton, Dale Losher, Angie Walker, Shane Hoadley, 
Daena Ramm, Tim Sheets and Julie Walker. 
 



The Charge! - Page 6 
 

 

 
President’s Report 

by Toby Quin 
 

 
When you think of October, you 
think of Haunted House.  For the 
past few weeks, several Jaycees 
have been constructing this year’s 
Haunted House.   
 
This year’s House is a mixture of 

old and new.  We took some of our best rooms in the past 
added some new ideas and came up with what I think is the 
best Haunted House in the past several years.  Now that the 
construction is over, it is time to actually open to the public 
on October 14.  We are getting several outside groups to 
provide manpower, but we will still need several Jaycees to 
help in areas such as monsters, tour guides, money takers, 
intro room speakers, maintenance, and security.   
 
I would be remiss if I did not mention a couple of people 
whose contributions to the construction of the Haunted 
House have been above the call of duty.  Bob Jump is not a 
real active Jaycee, but he loves the Haunted House.  He has 
been out over 2/3 of the construction days doing whatever 
we have asked of him.  Whether it was helping build the 
Vortex, putting up walls, building props, or bracing the walls, 
he has done completed the work on time with top-notch 
quality.  Matt King is the other person.  He joined on 
September 15, one day before the Blowout party.  He 
showed up at the Blowout party and has been a mainstay 
ever since.  Chairman Jeff Werner, Supervising Chapter 
Officer Scott Ulrich, and myself, greatly appreciate your 
assistance.   
   
Elections are coming up and will take place at the November 
membership meeting.  I have served as Local Director, State 
Director, Chapter Management VP, and President, and I 
have found each position rewarding and educational.  I am 
positive most of you enjoy the same experience also. 
Candidates can announce at the October membership 
meeting or in the days leading up to the November 
membership meeting.  At the November membership 
meeting, someone will need to nominate you to a position for 
which you desire.  If you are interested in learning more 
about a particular position, please ask myself or one of this 
year’s board members.  An interested candidate can write a 
150-word or less article and submit it to be published in to 
the November edition of The Charge! 
 
Speaking of the newsletter- Rick Owens was named the 
Jaycee of the month for August.  Rick’s contributions to the 
chapter over the years are immeasurable.  He has been a 
key person in writing our training manuals, developing our 
accounting standards and practices, and he even designed 
our roster software.  Even though Rick has been a Jaycee 
for many years, he still is a key member of the team.  In 
August, he helped at the Soldier picnic and as usual penned 
a very entertaining and informative newsletter.  For those 
reasons and many more are why Rick was the Jaycee of the 
month.  Nice Job! 
 
Even though, we are coming to the latter part of the year, the 
board has not been slacking off.  They have putting their 

noses to the grindstone planning projects in all areas for the 
final two months of the year and even the early part of next 
year.  I do not know what I would do without the contributions 
of this year’s board.  They are the best! 
 
That’s all folks! 
 
Toby 
 
 
Toby Quin can be contacted at tobylquin@insightbb.com. 
 

Chapter Management 
by Scott Ulrich 

 
Business After Hours 
October’s Business After Hours will be held 
on Thursday, October 13, from 5 – 7pm at 
Mid America National Bank, 230 SW 
Adams, downtown Peoria. 
 
November’s Business After Hours will be 
held on Thursday, November 10, from 5 – 

7pm at the Peoria Civic Center.  This BAH will be on the ice 
with the Peoria Rivermen.  
 
The Business After Hours is a monthly networking event of 
the Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce.  Each month, a 
member of the Chamber hosts this event.  The Peoria 
Jaycees are a member of the Chamber and all our members 
are welcomed to attend the Business After Hours. 
 
Haunted House 
As you already know, the Haunted House is in full swing and 
is currently the biggest thing we have going on.  Please see 
the feature story on page 1 for more details.  Hope to see 
you there. 
 
Santa Parade 
Roxy Baker has stepped forward to chair the Jaycees entry 
in the Peoria Santa Claus parade.  The parade takes place 
in downtown Peoria on the Friday immediately after 
Thanksgiving.  This is the longest continuous Santa Parade 
in the country.  For more information or to get involved, 
please contact Roxy at roxy@insightbb.com.  
 
Archive Party 
You may or may not know, the Peoria Jaycees have several 
large scrapbooks from the 1940’s to the 60’s.  Rick Owens 
has been storing them for the past 10 years, but would like to 
clean them out of his basement.  But before he does so, he’d 
like to thoroughly go through them before they are donated 
(or worse, thrown away). 
 
Rick is asking for some help.  He only needs about 8-10 
people to simply look through them for any historic 
significance.  The “Archive Party” is set for Monday, October 
24, 7pm at Rick’s house.  He will have Monday’s football 
game on hi-def television along with chili, beer and soda.  
Contact Rick at rick@rlo.com for details. 
 
Scott Ulrich can be contacted at ulrich4@insightbb.com. 
 



The Charge! - Page 7 

 

 

 

Top Ten Ways The Haunted House Can Save Money 
 
10.) Save fare money by using Priceline.com when bringing people back from the dead. 
9.) Offer volunteers stale, leftover beer from the International Beer Festival. 
8.) In tough economic times, negotiate wage concessions with Mad Scientists and Monster unions.  
7.) Borrow Steve West’s personal wardrobe instead of spending money on new costumes. 
6.) Use real blood instead of all the expensive fake blood. 
5.) Switch the Haunted House insurance to Geico.  
4.) Turn the thermostat down to save big money on the fuel bill. 
3.) Apply the Haunted House for government Section 8 housing. 
2.) Ask Santa Claus for some new props at Christmastime. 
1.) Cut back on all that duct tape usage. 
 
 

Jaycee Dogs Plan Texas Hold’em Tournament 
 
Charge! News Wire (Peoria, IL) – A group of Jaycee dogs are planning a 
Texas Hold’em Tournament later this year with a long list of exciting prizes for 
the winners.  The prize list includes a year’s supply of Milk Bones, chew toys 
and the highly coveted ride in a convertible with the top down. 
 
Bagel Perino, the event organizer, claimed he was getting tired of waiting on 
others to get this event started.  “Ruff!  By the time the tournament would have 
been organized, the Texas Hold’em craze would have been gone.  Ruff!,” 
Bagel stated.  The Peoria Jaycees had been planning on organizing Texas 
Hold’em tournaments earlier this year, but has yet to see them materialize.  
Tournament co-chairdog Brody Sumner stated that the popularity of Texas 
Hold’em has not died down.  “Arf!  Arf!  The sign up sheet was filled within 
minutes of its distribution.  Arf!” Brody claimed.  This list is full and there may 
be a need for another poker table.  Contestants include a wide array of Jaycee 
dogs, including known card sharks like Trixie Owens, Sophie Walker and 
Nolla Cookson. 
 
 

It's A Little Known Fact 
Mars 

 
Mars is getting brighter for the simple reason that it's getting closer.  Earth and Mars have been converging for months and on Oct. 
30th at 0319 Universal Time, the two worlds will be just 69 million kilometers apart—the closest approach of Mars and Earth for the 
next 13 years.  The timing is practically perfect for Halloween. Millions of kids and their parents will be outdoors after dark trick-or-
treating on Oct 31st. Mars will rise at sundown that night, bright enough to be seen even from urban-lit cities. Furthermore, purists 
insist, Mars isn't really red, it’s pumpkin-colored. Could it get any better?  Mars in 2005 is nicely placed for detailed, high-
magnification viewing.  Already backyard astronomers are seeing some extraordinary things—like the "purple haze."  Winter is 
beginning at the Martian north pole, and icy-blue clouds are gathering there. The vast cloud bank is easily seen through 10-inch 
and larger telescopes. (1) 
 
Mars is the fourth planet from the Sun and is commonly referred to as the Red Planet.  The rocks, soil and sky have a red or pink 
hue.  The distinct red color was observed by stargazers throughout history.  Before space exploration, Mars was considered the 
best candidate for harboring extraterrestrial life.  Astronomers thought they saw straight lines crisscrossing its surface.  This led to 
the popular belief that irrigation canals on the planet had been constructed by intelligent beings.  In 1938, when Orson Wells 
broadcasted a radio drama based on the science fiction classic War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells, enough people believed in the 
tale of invading Martians to cause a near panic.  
 
The atmosphere of Mars is quite different from that of Earth.  It is composed primarily of carbon dioxide with small amounts of other 
gases. The six most common components of the atmosphere are:  Carbon Dioxide (CO2): 95.32%; Nitrogen (N2): 2.7%; Argon 
(Ar): 1.6%; Oxygen (O2): 0.13%; Water (H2O): 0.03%; Neon (Ne): 0.00025 %.  The average recorded temperature on Mars is -63° 
C (-81° F) with a maximum temperature of 20° C (68° F) and a minimum of -140° C (-220° F).  (2) 
 
Taken from (1) www.science.nasa.gov, (2) www.solarviews.com/eng/mars.html  
 

 
 
The Texas Hold’em craze isn’t dead yet.  In this 
artist’s rendering, the Jaycee Dogs plan a Texas 
Hold’em Tourament for later this year. 
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• Haunted House 
• Jaycees Contribute to Children’s Home 
• Poker Dogs Organize Tournament 

The Jaycee Creed: 
 
We Believe: 
That Faith In God Gives Meaning And Purpose To Human Life; 
That The Brotherhood Of Man Transcends The Sovereignty Of Nations; 
That Economic Justice Can Best Be Won By Free Men Through Free Enterprise; 
That Governments Should Be Of Laws Rather Than Of Men; 
That Earth's Great Treasure Lies In Human Personality; 
And That Service To Humanity Is The Best Work Of Life 
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